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Estimating the Economic Costs of Various Drug Abuse

and Treatment in Southern Thailand
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Abstract

Two hundreds and eighty-four narcotic drug addicts are elected by means of multi-stage
sampling from those who receive drug abuse treatment in rehabilitation centres, government
hospitals, Muslim mosques and Buddhist temples in Southern Thailand. Information gathered
through interview and questionnaires during February to April 2002 shows that half of this group
(51.8%) are heroine addicts followed by Amphetamine addicts (25.7%) and the rest are various
drug users. 78.6% of those who seek treatment live locally, 15.8% come from different provinces in
the south and another 5.6% come from elsewhere. More than half of the group {66.2%) live int rural
area. Majority of them are make (96.1%) with average age of 26.7 Around 67.6% finished
elementary level (Matta Yom). 73.2% are Buddhists and the rest are Islamics. 10.6% are family
leaders, 79.6% are youngsters and 70.4% are single. The majority of this group are labors (28.2%)
and merchants (17.3%) with average wages of 268 bahts per day. Working life expectation should
be 55 years in case of no drug abuse. 4.9% are pupils and students, 76.1% have history of repeated
therapies and a noticeable figure of 13.7% are HIV positive. In average, these patients get
accompanied by this parents or relatives of about 1.82 person on traveling for treatment. This means
that they have to take time off from work and lose out about 354 bahts per day. Moreover, these are
expenses on traveling, in average 459 bahts, food for all, in average, 212 bahts and accommodation
of another 250 bahts. In-patients who stay at the rehab centre for an average period of 65 days will
pay around 14,295 bahts, those who stay at Buddhist temples for 189 day will pay around 20,352
bahts and those who stay at the mosques for 19.92 days will pay 3,640 bahts. -

Out-patients who have treatment at rehab centres will pay 1,512 bahts while those who go
to government hospitals will pay 355 bahts. Last year, the average amount of 78,400 bahts per
person was spent on narcotic drugs for patients who have treatment at government hospitals while
64,501 bahts per person was spent for in-patients at rehab centres. Out-patients at rehab centres and
patients at Buddhist temples, the average cost of drugs used are 67,195 bahts and 372,983 bahts per
person respectively. Using Multiple Regression Analysis, it is found that these is statistical
significant difference in the cost of narcotic drugs used in rehabilitation treatment for drug addicts in
a way that the theroine addicts cost more than Amphetamine addicts, youngsters cost more than
family leaders and labors who have higher daily wages and more children also cost more than the

opposite group.



Willingness to pay for complete recovery of drug abuse falls at 245,712 bahts. The figure
comes form; those who have treatment at the hospital are willing to pay 2,522 bahts, in-patients at
rehab centres are willing to pay 100,500 bahts, out-patients at rehab centres are willing to pay
32,953 bahts, patients at the temples are willing to pay 951,428 bahts and those who have treatment
at the mosques are willing to pay 50,133 bahts. Using Multiple Classification Analysis, it is found
that heroine addicts are willing to pay more than Amphetamine addicts, single patients are willing to
pay more than married patients and unempioyed patients are willing to pay more than working
patients, the difference is statistically significance.

Using Discriminant Analysis to campare the difference between Heroine and Amphetamine
addicts, it is found that the majority of heroine addicts are those who live in urban area, are Islamic,
married, employed with higher daily wages, older but lower educated, are family leaders and spent
more on narcotic drugs in the last year. They are out-patients with higher working life expectation
and more willing to pay for complete drug recovery than the Amphetamine group with statistical

significant difference.
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