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An analysis of factors affecting students’ first level accounting performance of

business administration department, faculty of mana}ement sciences, PSU.
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Abstract

Contract Leamning or CL has been applies as a caring system for any motivated students who
have might have low academic achievement (GPA = 2.20 or Lower) which could affect their status in the
next semester. CL could be applied with Management Sciences students through one of the core courses —
Principles of Accounting I with the approval by advisors, instructors, and the Department. The purposes
of this research was to study factors affecting the academic achievement in taking Principles of
Accounting 1 course. The results of random sampling of 435 Management Sciences students who have
registered in Principles of Accounting 1 Course (460-113) of the academic year 2/2004 based on the
interview through questionnaires during February 2005 show that 71.7% of female students generally stay
at the university dormitory with the highest number of their parents working as civil servants while the
lower number of parents are running their own business without employees. The average total income of
parents is approximately 28,875 Baht/month, and the monthly personal expenses of one student are 3,544
Baht/month. 2.5% of students have personal vehicles. Meanwhile, 22.3% of student have taken a student
loan supported by government in the academic year of 2004, About T¥,7% of students have obtained
some basic knowledge of Accounting during their study at secondary schools. In addition, 21.1% of
students have never been absent from attending the class of Principles of Accounting. About 6.9% of
students have shown considerable interest in the course while 13.1% of students could increasingly
understand and follow the lessons in class. Me‘,_anwhile, 71.4% of students have reviewed the lessons of
the course with friends and about 73.8% of students have joined tutorial sessions of this subject which
have been organized by the Finance and Accounting club of Management Sciences Faculty, and 64.4% of
students self-study in the library or work on some additional exercises of the principles of accounting.
Based on the analysis of factors affecting the academic achievement of the basic accounting, it has been
found that students who got high scores in the Principles of Accounting I course are generally Business
Computer students who have great interest in the subject. Further, they have previously obtained some
basic knowledge of accounting with the record of regular class attendance, and regular lesson review.
Also, they expect to apply such knowledge after graduation. However, different teaching styles,
reviewing the lessons with friends, joining tutorial sessions arranged by Finance and Accounting club,
and self-studying in the library or practicing doing additional exercises on accounting do not significantly

affect the obtainment of high scores or the good grades in the course of Principles of Accounting L.
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