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Abstract

According to an interview of a group of 800 samples with high risk of HIV infection
covering the prostitutes, inmates, fishermen, labourers, recruits, out-of-school youth, students in
schools and universities, it is found out that the average age of these samples is 23.1, the average
number of years of attending educational institutions is 8.1. Each family earns an average of 9,048
baht/month. About 76.5% of the total samples are single. However, 59.6% used to have sexual
relationship. An average age of having sex for the first time is 17.8. About haif of them had sex
with their lovers and 27.7% had sex with their male counterpart. About 31.1% practice safe sex
by using condom. Most of the samples feel compassion and do not mind to live in the society
with the HIV infected persons especially if they are members of the family.

it is also found that the groups which have quite good knowledge about AIDS
ranging from how it become contagious, the symptoms, common knowledge about the disease
and activities that are prove to HIV infection are the out-of-school youth, fishermen, labourers,
inmates, recruits, prostitutes, students in schools and universities respectively. Female samples
generally have better knowledge than the male ones.

The groups with the highest risk of HIV infection are prostitutes and out-of-school
youth followed by students n universities, inmates, fishermen, recruits and labourers. These is
almost no risk for students in schools.

In addition, people who live in urban areas and those who used to undergo
ahysical examination especially AIDS tend to have better knowledge and less risk than those who

five m rural areas and have never nad any medical check-up for such disease.
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