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Abstract

The Assessment of the Accountant's Competence in Songkhla :

A Case Study of Trainees under the Accounting Act 2000

The Assessment of Accountantl’s in Songkhla : A Case Study of Trainees under the
Accounting Act 2000. The objectives of this paper are as follow : (1) Examining the
significant characteristics of accountants, (2) investigating of potential of professional
accountants, and (3} study the determinant tactors influencing protessional accountants. The
samples drawn {rom participating accountant trainees 103 out of 191 tramees, or 53.9% of

population.

The finding revealed that majority of accountants work in indusirial establishments.
Female accountants are dominant, married the 36-45 age bracket, having Bachelor's degree of
non-accounting major, their work status are accounting stafl in various companics (limited
companies). Competence and work performance of accountants are on average or mediocre,

capability of work application and arc enthusiastic to obtain new knowledge on accounting

standard.

The factors influencing professional accountants potential in Songkhla province
revealed that age level is related to work capability. Gender or the state of being male or
female is also related to professional competence, marital status is related To the demand for
the development of auditing standard, and level of education is also related to the demand tor

taxation development.

Final recommendations included the following : (1) should further develop those
accountants to achieve a bachelor's degree in Accounting, (2) continuing learning program in
accounting should be established (within organmizations or cxternal institutes), (3) other
variable should be added, i.e., work experience, self-development (level of education to be
achieved) and accountant career planning for future research to be undertaken, (4) future study
should invite stakeholders to assess accountant capability and work performance, and (5)

future research should thoroughly include subjects/courses for sclf-development.
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