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The Feeding Frequency and Feeding Ratio of Sea bass, Lates calcarifer Bloch

Culture in Earth: Pond
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Abstract

Sea bass, Lates calcarifer Bloch is brackishwater fish which is very popular to culture at the
coastal zone. Seabass is generally found in tolerant salinity (0-30 ppt). They feed on fresh
fish as true carnivorous fish. In fish culture, if we know the feeding ratio and feeding

frequency in several stage of fishes, we can reduce the cost of production.

Feeding ratio experiments were carried out in the earth ponds of 10 m? size containing 200
fishes (2.50 cm in total length). Fresh fish were given as food to satiation 2 times per day
(08.00 am. and 16.00 pm.). It was found that with the feedings at every 2-week interval in
30, 44, 5% and 72 days old larvae, the feeding ratio were 15.58, 13.75, 12.50 and 10.70 % of

body weight, respectively.

Feeding frequency was carried out in the earth ponds of 10 m? size containing 200 fish (2.50
¢m in total length). Fresh fish were given food in 2-week interval (30, 44, 58 and 72 days old
larvae) of each feeding frequency fed with the same feeding ratic. Feeding frequencies were
divided in 4 groups: | time/day(08.00 am), 2 times/day (08.00 am. and 16.00 pm.), 3
times/day (08.00¢ am., 11.00 am. and 16.00 pm.) and 4 times/day (08.00 am., 11.00 am., 13.00
pm. and 16.00 pm.). The total length gains were found to be 9.260, 9.505, 9.490 and 9.505
cm, respectively. The survival rates were found to be 74.50, 74.75, 75.25 and 74.50 %,
respectively.  The food conversion ratio were 1.985, 1.920, 2.340 and 2.400, respectively.
Statistical testing of total length gain, survival rate and fl)od conversion ratio in each feeding
frequency were not significantly different (P>0.05). It was therefore found that to feed |

time/day {(08.00 am.) was suitable to seabass culture in the earth pond.
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