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Abstract

The objective of this research work is to develop the immersed membrane for
improving reset;voir surface water from Prince of Songkla University and for treating treated
wastewater. The influence of hydrodynamic conditions on the performance and its
efficiency were studied. The origin and rate of membrane fouling in ultrafiltration membrane
module studied were investigated in several conditions tested both with and without
chemical conditioning for reservoir surface water and treated wastewater. The experiments
were carried out on a lab-scale pilot where a hollow fiber bundle was directly immersed in
a 60 liter tank. The immersed membrane bundle was packed with polysulfone capillary
fibres with a pore size of 0.1 pm and a surface area of 0.1 mz. The aeration supply was
provided by a distributor placed under the membrane module. The generated bubbles
raised up throughout the fibre network and the suspension were also stired by an impeller
to avoid any particle settling. Transmembrane pressure (TMP) was monitored by a
negative manometer sensor piaced on the permeate pipe and conndcted with a computer
data logger. The critical filtration condition was identified by increasing the permeate flux
step by step, and measuring the associated TMP value obtained for each step filtering the
reservoir surface water and treated wastewater both with and without 3 types of chemical
conditioning ((FeCl), (Al(SO,)s.16H,0, PACI and PAC}) at the optimum dose observed.

The efficiency of chemical conditioning was evaluated by using different water quality
parameters in each test. In addition, the performance of membrane filtration was identified
by measuring the rate of fouling in terms of dTMP/dt when filtering at a flux constant (Jower
than critical flux value 50% and higher than critical flux value 50%) without aeration and
chemical conditioning, without aeration and with chemical conditioning. The experiments of
feed model, bentonite, PAC and humic acid, in single and mixed suspension were aiso
filtered to test membrane performance during a continuous run. The results showed that
FeCl,, Al,(S0,);.16H,0 and PACI provided good efficiency to remove turbidity of about 94-
97% while color, absorbance and NOM removal were in the low range or non detectable.
To obtain a turbidity value lower than 5 NTU, the optimal dose determining to minimise
sludge production appeared at 20 mg/L of FeCl,, 50 mg/L of Al{(S0,);.16H;0 for reservoir
surface water and 3 mg/L of PACI 500 mg/L of PAC for treated wastewater, with an



absorbance of 254 nm and NOM removal of over 50%, and a very low BOD; residue or
non detectable.

It can be observed that a critical flux value was maintained in the 30-35 llmzlh
range whatever the air-flow rates. When reservoir surface water was conditioned by the
adding of different types of coagulants, the results clearly showed the positive effect of this
conditioning. The average permeability remained close to the obtained value when filtering
tap water, i.e. close to 200 \fm’/nfbar corresponding to an intensification of filtration by a
factor of 2 or even 3. Results also point out the benefits of using FeCl; to control fouling
evolution whatever the air-flow rates. The optimal dose determining the minimisation the
sludge production appeared very low: 20 mgfl in comparison with the values obtained with
Alum and PACIL Furthermore, the optimal 10 mg/l dose of FeCl, observed in the
membrane system appeared two times lower than the dose obtained in the Jar Test that
pointed out the role of membrane selectivity in comparison with gravitational settling. The
flocculation step appears also necessary. In addition, air injection did not actually modify
the intensification of permeate flux, illustrating results obtained with QaCla conditioning but it
was effective when coupling with PACI. The critical flux value did not show any difference
in increase when PAC conditioning was done in treated wastewater. However, the content
of humic acid in the permeate of treated wastewater with PAC decreased more than in the
condition without PAC, the residual humic acid was about 0.5-1.7 mg/L of that
corresponding to 80% removal rate.

The rate of fouling during continuous filtration can be explained in terms of dTMP/dt.
For filtering reservoir surface water at 50% higher than the critical flux value (48 Llhlmz),
the dTMP/dt value was about 0.035 mbar/sec, which was 11 times higher than when
filtering was operated at 50% lower than the critical flux value (16 Llhlmz). The benefit of
adding FeCl; showed that there were no different values of dTMP/dt when filtering at higher
or lower critical flux values {106 and 55 Llhlmz) and it was very small amount at 0.008
mbarisec. This value was 4 times lower than the condition of feed without FeCl,. In the
case of treated wastewater, the fouling rate was about 0.0125 mbar/sec when filtering at
50% higher than the critical flux value (12 Llhimz) while filtering at 50% lower than the
critical flux value (4 thlrnz) induced the dTMP/dt at about 0.004 mbar/sec. The addition of
PAC in treated wastewater reduced the dTMP/dt to a factor of 1.4 when filtering was done
at 12 L/h/m" and it did not show any difference in the fouling rate achieve even when

operating at 50% lower than the critical flux value.




The experiments of filtration in continvous mode, which quantified the cause and
degree of fouling which occurred, used specific membrane cleaning procedures. The
residual membrane resistance value (R) before and after cleaning showed that the
hydrodynamic steps including air turbulence, rinsing with water and water backwashing
reduced 10% of resistance values for each step more than when finished the filtration of
reservoir surface water was without FeCl, at 50% higher than the critical flux value (48
Llhlmz). This technique decreased reversible fouling from particle deposition while chemical
cleaning with citric acid and caustic solution could reduce the small amount of resistance
remaining in the membrane. During filtration at 50% lower than the critical flux value (16
Uhlmz) cake deposition occurred increasing resistance due to particle retention on the
membrane surface. Scluble organic matter and colloids adsorbed inside the pores. These
effects induce the increasing of Tran membrane membrane pressure (TMP) with 0.003
Pa/sec. The resistance value decreased to around 20-30% when the cleaning steps
finished. It was found that using citric acid and caustic solution reduced only a small
amount of the remaining resistance value, which was irreversible\fouling. The resistance
value in the condition without aeration and at critical flux value (106 Llhlmz) showed that
the R values appeared to be a very small part, increasing after filtration or the same as
resistance before filtration. After filtration, treated wastewater at 50% higher or lower than
the critical flux value without PAC and aeration, was found to have increased resistance
values of between 2.7-3.3 times compared with the clean membrane. These values were
reduced in series, 20-37%, when using the hydrodynamic technique. in addition, chemical
backwashing allowed a reduction of 6-18% of the resistance value. This indicated the
remains of irreversible fouling in this filtration tested. For the condition with PAC 500 mg/L
and without aeration at 50% lower than the critical flux value, it was found that the R was
increased nearly 2-4 times the clean membrane. The effect of the hydrodynamic technique
showed a good method of reducing the R values in series while citric acid and caustic
solution backwashing could regenerate nearly 100% of membrane permeability due to PAC
conditioning. This performed well to remove soluble organic matter causing irreversible

fouling aithough the system operated under super-critical flux.



The results obtained when filtering single and mixed suspension of model
suspensions {humic acid solution, bentonite suspension, PAC suspension} showed that the
fouling rate (dTMP/dt) was a maximum of about 1.12 mbar/s when the filtration was of a
single humic solution of 10 mg/L at a constant flux 30 Uh/m’ and without aeration. This
fouling rate value was 10 times higher than the value obtained when filtering a humic acid
solution at 5 mg/L. The evolution of filtration for bentonite suspension and PAC suspension
demonstrated that the TMP values increased with time then a linear relation occurred. The
fouling rate appeared directly proportional to suspended particle concentration when
filtration was carried out without conditioning. The mixing of humic acid with the suspension
of bentonite induced the rate of fouling to increase more when working with single
suspensions. The fouling origin and its mechanism were investigated by specific cleaning
procedures in the same way as the filtration of feed suspension mentioned above. The flux
constant was operated and the hydrodynamic/chemical cleaning was carmried out to identify
the origin and level of membrane fouling. The reduction of fouling was presented in terms
of the remaining resistance value (R) after each cleaning approachi The resistance values
were summarized in table 4-22. They showed that major type of fouling is reversible fouling
when filtering a single suspension of bentonite and PAC. The resistance values remained
quite high in the membrane module during cleaning when filtering a single humic solution or
a mixed suspension of bentonitefPAC with humic acid. This remaining resistance value
could regenerate almost completely. The final resistance value was still close to the
obtained value in the clean membrane when cleaned with a caustic solution. This indicated

that there was irreversible fouling.





