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Study of Prevalence and Incidence
of Hepatitis B Viral Infection

in Dental Students
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Abstract

Study on prevalence and incidence of hepatitis B viral infection in dental
students before and after patient contact, compared with pharmaceutical students who do not
come into contact with any kind of patients in daily work, has been done by blood testing
for HBsAg and HBsAb..

At the first testing in 1988, among 81 dental students (1% - 4™ years), 2
were detected as carriers, (prevalence rate 2.5 %), 9 had imrnune response (11.1%), 70 had
no immune response (86.4 %); while among 30 pharmaceutical students, 1 was detected as a
carrier (prevalence rate 3.3 %), 5 had immune response (16.7 %), 24 had no immune response
(80.0 %). The age distributions in the two groups were identical, with mean ages of 17.5 and
18.5 years, and the sex ratio was 1.2: 1 and 1: 1 respectively.

At the second testing, while the same group of the dental students were in
the 5° and 6 ﬂ'year, with patient contact, and the same group of the pharmaceutical students
was in the 5" year having no contact with any patient, there was no incidence of new cases
of bepatitis B viral infection at all. Apparently dentists are not a high risk group to be infected
with this disease. Consequently any professional has the same risk to hepatitis B viral infection.
What should be done is to follow the guidelines for prevention and control of the disease
strictly. For those who were carriers, this was the opportunity to get follow-up care closely and
to prevent disease transmission. Recommendation is that preventive vaccine should be given to
every health personnel who has no immune response to the disease.
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