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Abstract
This research aims to study (1) cthnic identity of Patani Malay (2) a process of Tha
consistent upon Patani Malay ethnic (3) a process of negotiation power making to sustain Patani
Malay identity (4} effects of Thai consistent process on sustainability of Patani Malay identity and

(5) effects of negotiation power making on sustainability of Patani Malay identity.

Qualitative study has been conducted by using participatory observation technique, group
discussion and in depth-interview methods in three southern border provinces including Pattant,
Yala and Narathiwas n order to answer a question of how Patani Malay people sustain their identity

and ways of life within the changes of Thailand policy and globalization.

It was found that both groups of Patani Malay people: the group living in a community with
strong Malay identity and the group living in a community with loose Malay identity, understand
and accept the word “Oghe Siyae” called by Thai-Buddhist or M&lay-Muslim in Malaysia. On the
other hand the same word would change the meaning automatically in their homeland, Thailand, by

~ tumning the meaning to particularly “Thai Buddhist”

Another important finding was that a community with strong Malay identity wherc Malay
Muslim was the majority, living together with Thai Buddhists minority, would feel that their culture
was the main culture of the community. Is was respected by the Thai Buddhist friends who had

leamed from cach other and practiced freely according religious believes. On the other hand, lhc.
community with strong Malay identity of which al! population arc of Malay ethnicity would be very
 sensitive when govemmment policy tried to change or intcgrate their culture with Thai culture. Almost

every time when the government procecded to loosen the strength of Malay identity either in the
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community with or without Thai Buddhists, Malay people would think that the government tried to

change their identity and culture.

Malay identity had Changed, that is it depended no more on solely gencology, but it was

united by the same cultural components.
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