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Abstract

The edhcation in rural Thai society is generally low especially
in the southern border provinces, Where most population are Muslims
thse value is different from Buddhist society, for examples, Muslim
women's Tow educatioh, the prefereﬁce to study Yavi language in "Po Noa"
(datunz) , not in common schools.,

In this study, fundamental data from the following research :
Appropriate Approach to Rural Development in Southern Thailand : A Cross
CuTthal Comparative Study, is taken into a through analysis in accordance
with new educational policies ffom Ministry of Education and Centre for

Administration in the southern border provinces,
Sampling

- The population of 2,098 married persons is taken as sampling,
consisting of 1,007 Muslims and 1,091 Buddhists, on the basis of head of
household, and the distribution of sampling is focused on every district

in Pattani.

Result

~ Obviously, the number of educated and uneducated people in
Mus]im and Buddhist societies is distinctively different That is , the
uneducated in Muslim society is up to 54,92 while the uneducatedlin
Buddhist society is only 15.12 by percentage. Considering the equa}ing
in education through the data and the correlation of such data, It shows
that Muslim women, which is 73,98 % , are uneducated while Buddhist
women, which is 94.71%, are ineducated. It is apprOpriate then to take
into consideration because the number of uneducated bersons is much
differént fhrough they aré in the same area. Move éonsideration leads

tc much worry because the sampling chosen are head of household who can



quide the way of living and who hold much influence over the education
for young generation at present. Though there are still some obstacles,
the tendency of the education for younger generation in the society will
be higher than before, A comparative study on education between younger
and elder people shows that the younger's education is, on the average,
higher than the elder's. When asked about the least expectation in |
education for their sons, in order to just make the living, parents in
Buddhist society, which is up to 94,65 %, expect'their sons to further
the study to secondary and higher education while those in Muslim society,
which is 62,89%, expect 50. Every age-grouping of the samples expect

his children to get higher education than he himself. What has to be
observed, which is taken from the questionnaires divided in order to be
clearly distinquished according to the correlation between sex and
education, is that it ;orrelétes with the hypothesis that the education
for sons is more important than daughters which is still hold as Thai
value, Such concept will affect the lTower status of women in Thai society
to exist, which is likely to be corrected.

The Final point to be taken in consideration is the ignorance
of education's importance in some parts of the sampling area, which should
not have existed in the modern society at all, Howéver, .56% in Buddhist
society and 1,41% in Muslim society have answered that they don't prefer
to let their children have education. | |

Some suggestions from this research are as follow : the
education curriculum in the southern border provinces should be.impr0ved
so that people in Muslim society are able to get into the'central '
educatfon system and the value in education should be based on equality
regérdless of the concept about sex, which is a barrier to an equal

chance of education.
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