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Abstract

This survey research was conducted to evaluate the prevailing violence in the
three Southern provinces from 2004 to 2006 and its impacts on people’s migration,
and to find some suggestions in diminishing the impacts upon people and the
community in the three Southern provinces.

The situation in the three provinces was evaluated by sub-district heads,
village heads and the assistants, totally 160 of them, in 27 sub-districts, 9 districts.
The result showed that the security officials were still unable to put an end to the
unrest in the region, caused by the insurgents. The result also revealed people’s lack
of confidence in the governmental measures in the protection of their lives and
properties. However, more than half of them disagreed that the area of violence was

extended. Meanwhile, they believed that both Buddhists and Muslims were capable
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of performing their religious activities and maintaining their own ways of living.
They longed for a cooperative peace building effort and wished the public schools to

reopen. People’s occupation was mostly affected by the violence.

The study of people’s migration in 27 sub-districts and 9 districts, from 2004 to 2007,
revealed that only 319 Buddhists migrated. Even if the situation got worse, both local
Buddhists and Muslims did not think of migration because of their long settlement
and agricultural career. They could not think of any place to settle down and any job
to do if they migrated.

The ways to bring back peace and solve the migration problem were suggested
as follows. The migration information had to be correctly publicized. Law
enforcement had to be effectively maintained to keep peace in the region. Problems
regarding the decrease in price of in agricultural products should be solved, since this
was a major occupation of most local people. Moreover, other careers should be

promoted for additional income of people.
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