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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to: 1) investigate the 1" year students’ background factors
relating to family backgrounds, economical status, social, previous educational backgrounds, level of
satisfaction with advisors, seniors, classmates, and learning processes; and 2) determine factors
predicting effectiveness of learning of 1% year students in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Prince of Songkla
University in the academic year 2002. The correfational study was used. Four questionnaires were used
including 1) Students’ Backgrounds Questionnaire; 2} Questionnaire of Attitude toward Pharmacology
Occupation and the Pride of the Institute; 3) Satisfaction with Advisor, Seniors, and Classmates
Questionnaire; and 4) Satisfaction with Instructional Activities and Leaming Behavior Questionnaire.
Retrospective data were collected during June 9-13, 2003. The sample consisted of 140 students who
were 2™ year students in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Prince of Songkla University in the academic year

2003.

The findings showed that the 1 year students in Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Prince of
Songkla University in academic year 2002, were highly satisfied with advisor's friendship and
moderately satisfied with advisor's encouragement, support, advisor-student relationship, caring, and
consulting of leaming. Concerning satisfaction with seniors and classmates, the 1" year students were
highly satisfied with all factors, such as leaming encouragement and support, relationships between
senior and classmates, caring, and leaming consultation. They were also highly satisfied with learning
management relating to teacher's knowledge, personality, and skills, instructional media, content.
Especially, teacher's knowledge and personality were rated on the first and second orders for all
subjects, Moreover, only one variable, GPA of high school is good predictor of effectiveness of leaming

of 1" year students in Pharmaceutical Sciences, which can be accounted for 45 % of variance.

The results of this study will be useful for using the G.P.A of high school to support and
improve learning of individual student or a group of student. It indicated that leaming in high school
level would affect the effectiveness of leaming in undergraduate level. Thus, high school students
should be aware of the importance of learning because it will benefit for pursuing higher education. In
addition, further study should be conducted in different groups of students or other faculties. Finally,
the findings of this study will be helpful for planning the instructional activities to improve the quality of

leaming process in undergraduate level.



