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ABSTRACT
This research aimed 1) to study the views toward practices judged by

‘Chularajamontree’ the Chief Imam of Thailand as being in alignment with Islamic principles, as

well as the view conflicts arisen from such practices, 2) to compare the aforementioned views

and view conflicts with respect to Independent variables, and 3) to study the views of Islamic
religious leaders, Muslim community leaders, Thai Muslim scholars and Thai Buddhist scholars
toward such practices. The samples in southern border five Provmces consisted of 1,565 people,

888 government officials and 70 Islamic religious leaders, Muslim community leaders, Thai

Muslim scholars and Thai Buddhist scholars. In collecting the data the study made use of a

questionnaire and an interview schedule on the views toward practices 25 items. Percentages,

arithmetic mean, standard deviation, t-test, F-test were used in data analysis.
It was found that:
1. Overall, Thai Muslim people and government officials consented to the practices

Where as Thai Buddhist people and government officials felt uncertain about such practices.
Views of each group were detailed as follows: Five practices to which Thai Muslim and Thai
Buddhist people and government officials unanimously consented were: offering flowers to the
teachers; inclusion of a blessing sermon in a ceremony or activity where a Muslim religious
leader was invited to attend; greeting a Thai Buddhist teacher with ‘Sawatdi’ and a ‘Wai’ gesture;
participating in religious activities separately by Buddhist and Muslim students after paying
allegiance to the national flag; and paying homage to His Majesty the King’s photography by
standing upright. Three practices to which only Thai Mustim government officials consented
while others were uncertain of were: not having to rise when a presiding person was lighting
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candles and joss-sticks in a Buddhist ceremony; not having to prostrate oneself in obeisance in a
‘Wai Khru' dance; and being unacceptable to offer candles and joss-sticks to teachers. Two
practices from which only Thai Buddhist government officials dissented but others were
uncertain of were: having Friday and Saturday as holidays for educational establishments and
government offices, and not attending a Buddhist funeral.

2. Overall Thai Muslim and Thai Buddhist people and government officials were
not certain whether such practices would lead to view conflicts. However, when each group was
considered, it was found that: According to both Thai Muslim and Thai Buddhist people and
government officials one practices causing no view conflicts were: offering flowers to the
teachers. Two practices that Thai Buddhist govermment officials were not certain of but others
thought would not cause view conflicts were: greeting with ‘Salaam’ when first met, and
building a masjid for worship. Two practices that Thai Muslim government officials were not
certain of but others thought would not lead to view conflicts were: paying homage to His
Majesty the King’s photography by standing upright and with a slight bow. One practice that
Muslim people were not certain of but others thought would not cause view conflicts was:
greeting a Thai Buddhist teacher with ‘Sawatdi’ and a ‘Wai’ gesture. Eight practices that Thai
Muslim and Thai Buddhist people and government officials were not certain whether they would
cause view conflicts were: not having to rise when a presiding person was lighting candles and
joss-sticks in a Buddhist ceremony; not having to prostrate oneself in obeisance in a *Wai Khru'’
dance; being unacceptable to offer candles and joss-sticks to teachers; not inviting Muslims to
participate in Buddhistic ceremonies/activities; having Friday and Saturday as holidays for
educational establishments and government offices; the role of ‘Dawah’ groups; not attending a
Buddhist funeral; and paying no respect to idols in Boy Scouts’ commendation ceremony.

3. On comparing the views of different groups toward and the View conflicts arisen
form such practices, it was found that:

3.1 Thai Muslim consented more to the practices than that Buddhist;

Buddhists, more than Muslims, thought such practices would cause view conflicts.Muslim and
Buddhist government officials thought the practices led to view conflicts more than Muslim and

Buddhist people.
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3.2 Muslim people in Songkhla province consented more to the practices
than Muslim people in Satun and Pattani. Muslim people in Satun and Yala thought such
practices would cause view conflicts more than Muslim people in Songkhla.

3.3 Buddhist peopie in rural areas consented more to the practices than
Buddhist people in urban areas.

3.4 Muslim people older than 41 years old consented more to the practices than
people under 31 years old. Buddhist people older than 41 years old consented more to the practices
than people under 21 years old. Buddhist government officials aged 31-40 consented more to the
practices than those under 31 years old. Muslim people under 31, more than those aged 41-60, thought
such practices would lead to view conflicts. However, Buddhist people under 31, more than those aged
above 41, thought such practices would lead to view conflicts

3.5 Muslim people with secondary school education and those with a
Bachelor’s degree or higher consented more to the practices than those with primary school
education. Muslim people with primary school education thought such practices
would lead to view conflicts more than Muslim people with secondary school education and *
those with a Bachelor’s degree or higher. Buddhist people with primary school education
and those with secondary school education consented more to the practices than those with a
Bachelor’s degree or higher; Buddhist people with a Bachelor’s degree or higher thought that
such practices would cause view conflicts more than those with primary school education and
those with secondary school education.

3.6 Buddhist government officials with more than 11 years of service in
southern border provinces consented more to the practices than those with five or fewer years of
service; and with five or fewer years of service thought that such practices would cause view
conflicts more than those with more than eleven years of service.
4. Islamic religious leaders, Muslim community leaders, Thai Muslim scholars and

Thai Buddhist scholars consented to 13 practices. Three practices to which Islam adherents
consented but Thai Buddhist scholars dissented from were: not having to rise when a presiding
person was lighting candles and joss-sticks in a Buddhist ceremony; not having to prostrate
oneself in obeisance in a ‘Wai Khru' dance; and not attending a Buddhist funeral. Two practices
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from which Thai Muslim scholars dissented were: having Friday and Saturday as holidays for
educational establishments and government offices; and paying homage to His Majesty the
King’s photography with a slight bow. The practice that Muslim community leaders consented
to but others were not certain of was the role of Dawah groups.

5. According to Muslim religious leaders, Muslim community leaders,Thai Muslim
scholars and Thai Buddhist scholars, there were 17 practices that would cause no view conflicts.
Three practices that Islam adherents thought would not cause view conflicts but Thai Buddhist
scholars were uncertain of were: not attending a Buddhist funeral; paying no respect to idols in
Boy Scouts’ commendation ceremony; and not dressing in black when attending a Buddhist
funeral. One practice that Muslim community leaders thought would cause no view conflicts but
others were uncertain of was: the role of ‘Dawah’ groups. The practice that Islamic religious
leaders were uncertain of but others thought would cause no

view conflicts was: paying homage to His Majesty the King’s photography with a slight bow.
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