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Abstract

The objectives of this research are mainly to study rural tourism development, especially in Changwat
Phuket to produce rural tourism model for the sustainable tourism. Rural Tourism is designed to create
sustainable communities in which there will be mutual understanding the local communities

participation, comprising below other objectives:

1. To provide the necessary skills to all participants assessing the potential of
rural tourism activities.

2. To cnable participants to assist and develop a rural tounism plan for therr
own communities and surrounding areca by using participatory approaches and tools; and

3. To provide an opportunity to ali participants to exchange and share

experiences together and gain benefit from the given rural tourism activities.

The research methodology is consisted of secondary and primary data. Primary data was collected from
local pcople, tourists, and government factors by using questionnaires. Secondary data was literature
revicw. This research was designed to successfully improve participants' skills, awareness and they also
can organize their own suitable rural tourism activities. The research focuses on participatory planning
approachcs that actively involve local communitics in tourism development so they can derive
maximum benefits and contributc by conserving local resources (cultural and/or environmental) of
which these elements are dependent factors. This data was analyzed by using the SPSS program to
describe frequency, percentage, Chi-Square, and Goodman and Kruskal’s Gamma for the Strength of

Association. However, this research can be also summarnized as follows:

Rural tourism has been identified as an important tourism sector which has great potential for
development and promeotion of Phuket. The strong growth in tourism cxpected over the next decade will
provide excellent opportunitics for the growth in rural tourism. A case study of the villagers at Baan
Bangrong even sees their traditional way of life being eroded, leaving them struggling to survive. There
are a few exceptions where the adaptation and the strength of a particular community help people to
cope and prosper when conditions are changed. The villagers at Baan Bangrong in Pa Khlok are one
example, as known through their rural tourism activity in an agro-tourism project. One innovation of the

Agro-tourism project has been designed to protect the cnmmunity,s environment and employ villagers.

(3)



As we saw earlier, Rural Tourism Development 1s a complex notion which is determined by economic,
ecological and socio-cultural factors. The indicators might act as useful measures of those factors that

together contribute to sustainable rural tourism development.

Recommendation

There needs to be a partnership between all the interested parties at the national, regional and local
level. Rural tourist facilities, such as accommodation, entertainment and others, must be directly related
to local resources. It means targeting markets which a adapted to and compatible with the cultural
traditions of the host region. Local initiators, working together within nctworks, must be given ample

information and training to prepare them.
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