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Abstract

Community radio is a new media tool in Thai society, introduced by Code
number 40 of the Thai Constitution. By its determination to encourage the role of radio
in providing healthy advantages to the nation and locals as a national broadcasting
resource, the concept of dispersing radio frequency to civic groups has taken place.
This has enabled civic groups to have access to a radio frequency and to found a radio
station for public benefits as well. In this active atmosphere, civic groups are learning
and understanding about the essence of community radio and becoming ready to
administer the radio frequency. The aims of this research are to search for a lessons-
learned about the group building process of Pattani community radio and to develop
strategies to orient people to understand the concept of community radio in Pattani. It

is a participatory action research.

The study found that group building is an essential part of the community radio
Iearning process and activities movement as well, which leads to civic readiness for
radio frequency and radio station ownership. Since the nature of the radio is a public
activity, strategies are needed to make people understand what community radio is.
This will confirm that community radio will contribute advantages to serve all stake

holders in Thai society.

The findings show that the group building process is composed of 3 stages:
group building, group preparation, and networking. All stages need activities to ensure
the formation and group survival. However, the most difficult stage is a networking

stage because civic groups have problem with administration.

The study used 6 strategies in orienting people to understand community radio.
However, activities used in one-way communication only is ineffective. The findings
show that all activities should contain the concept of participatory communication where

people can share and exchange their idea. Two-way communication is recommended.
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