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Abstract

Title . Factors Related to Narcotic and Addictive Substarce Dependency in
the Correction of Incarcerated Individuals

Researcher : Nibondh Tipsrinimit

Office . Department of Educational Foundation, Faculty of Liberal Arts

Year : 2540 - 2541

- The purpose of this research was to find factors or reasons for the dependency on
narcotics and other addictive substances among incarcerated individuals. Emphasis
was placed on direct factors and reasons and factors caused by contributing factors
among the incarcerated.

The sample population used in this study is made up of 48 persons charged with drug
abuse or for the selling of narcotics. Half of the persons involved in the study (24} were
males from Songkhla Central Prisons. The other half of the persons involved (24) were
females from the Songkhla Women Correctional Institution. The method used in the
collection of data was the in-depth interview. The interviews included interviews with
staff of the comrectional institutions for clarity of data. This data was then analyzed,
qualitatively by content analysis and quantitatively by percentages and averages.

The research findings show that the causative factor for incarcerated individuals to
become involved or have a dependency on drugs and other addictive substances is
enticement from friends. In addition to this, the reason for wanting to try the drugs was
that getting "high" was seen as "fun" or the ultimate dare. Moreover, others found the
income that could be generated attractive or sold drugs in order to finance the purchase
of drugs for their own habits. The longer they were addicted the larger the quantity of
drugs needed to be consumed in order to get the desired results. Some of the women
participants were not drug abusers themselves but became involved with drugs in order
to have the means to buy drugs for their husbands who are drug addicts. QOthers were
involved out of the need to support themselves and their families because they are
divorced from their husbands or they needed to repay debts incurred by their husbands
among other reasons.

The contributing factors found were: most of the incarcerated males were under 30

«years of age and had completed secondary school education; most of the incarcerated
females were between 30-40 years old and completed only primary school education.
Most of both the females and maies received a relatively good upbringing by their
parents and had continuous contact with both parents. They became involved with
drugs through enticement by their friends or from "drug economics® which enabled them
to help their families, and from their local living environment that supported the sate of
and addiction to drugs.

Recommendations from this research study: Should provide information and
understanding about narcotic and substance abuse, including the penalties for breaking
the Royal Thai laws conceming drug abuse, especially to groups of women, children
and youth in addition to the institution of the family. The raising of children and
grandchildren should take the environmental conditions that influence children and
youth to become involved in drug and substance abuse into consideration, especially
the influence of friends or the local living environment that may entice children and
youth into wrong doing.





