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Research Background on Integrated Management of Mangrove Plantations

for Development of Coastal Resources and Environments of Thailand
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Abstract

Mangrove forest in Thailand is one of the most important coastal mangrove occurred ecosystems
along the coastal shores with muddy or sandy bottoms covered by tidal fluxes. Mangroves provide many
economic and environmental benefits. Firewood, charcoal and logs are useful timber products derived from
mangrove forests. Mangroves provide habitats and nursery ground for many commercially important aquatic
species as well as medicines. In addition, mangroves provide many other functions such as coastal
stabilization, erosion prevention, biological filtering and serve as a sink for various pollutants. Unfortunately,
over-exploitation and destruction of mangroves due to human activities have caused heavy damage to the
mangrove ecosystem along Thailand’s coastlines. Several areas of the mangroves of the country have been
converted to shrimp ponds, tin mines and other types of land-uses which could not sustained production and
needed to be rehabilitated. Mangrove planting, therefore, is the main activity to develop these abandoned
areas. Other activities particularly the integrated management of mangrove plantation and aquaculture,
mangrove rehabilitation for increasing fishery productivity, mangrove rehabilitation in relation to socio—
economic of coastal community also need to be improved. The success of these new management activities for
mangroves should be based on a precantionary approach using the best available information. Knowledge
oblained from this investigation will be contribuicd immensely to the goal of sustainability through the
rehabilitation, management and conservation of mangroves. It is also for the development of coastal resources
and environment in Thailand. Details of the study are discussed in this report.

Key words: Management/Mangrove plantation/Coastal resources/Environment
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1 L3l 80,025.00 86,250.00 61,500.00 55,112,00 48,437.50 47,925.00 47,086.50
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