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Survey of Traditional Medicine Used in Rural Southern

Area of Thailand Under The Primary Health Care Project
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Abstract.

The main objective of this study was to  throughly
investigate the Iknowledge, Traditional Medicine Used in Rural
Southern Area of Thailand under the Primary Health Care. The study
attempted to obtain foundalmental data for the Imowledge of
villagers about using medicinal plant for curative purpose which was
noted in handbook of Medicinal Plant Used in Primary Health Care.

Field survey research employing interviewing technique by
means of constructed questionnaires was conducted in a village of
Songkhla selected by simple random sampling method for target
population of villagers. The collected sample size were totally 145
cases for villagers. For 145 cases, 64 percent are female and 36
percent. are male. Most of them are farmers (67%) and 50 years old
upward. Samples were analysed by means of frequency and percentage
and consequent.ly presented in tables.

The result of this study revealed that their experience in
the use of medicinal plant for curative purpose received from
neighbour rather than from other sources. Almost 50% of villagers
mow and used to employ the medicinal plant in Primary Health Care
Project.. For the first illness, however, only a few villagers
(1.4%) used medicinal plant for curative purpose. In addition, most
of villagers lnow which medicinal plant in Primary Health Care
Project is used for but they rarely use it or they use alternative

medicinal plant depending on cost and convenience. For example they



know cardamom as carminat.ive but they prefer to use ginger instead
of cardamom since ginger is much cheaper than cardamos.

Less than 25% of villagers have correctly lmowledge to use
medicinal plant either the kind of medicinal plant, part used or
preperat.ion as noted in handbook of medicinal plant. under Primary

Health Care Project
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