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Abstract

The three southernmost provinces Pattani, Yala and
Narathiwat are rich in natural resources but the majority of their
population are still poor. Based on percapita income Yala,
Narathiwat and Pattani ranked 9th, 11th, and 13th respectively
among the fourteen southern provinces of Thailand. Moreover,
these three provinces have developed other sericus problems such
as employment, life and property security as well as social and
psychological problems. '

It was found from the study relating to the attitudes of
businessmen and government officials that poverty remains the
dominant problem. If poverty can be substantielly eradicated it
would serve to alleviate most of the other problems that are now
present in the area. The government has attempted to solve by
varicous means such as rural development projects which reguired
large amounts of resources. However, the problems still exist.
This could be due to nature of top-down development projects
-launched in these three provinces. Most of the projects have
tried to cover to broad physical area thus reducing their
effectiveness. In addition financial support has usually been
~ inadequate and often projects have been of too short a duration
to be effective.

Therefore, the government should seek cooperation from
various institutions especially the private sector, in investing
in projects which would be partly supported by the government.
For example industrial projects utilizing local materials. In
general, the government ean exercise special. financial and
monetary measures as incentives for private sector to invest. But
for the three southern provinces, the idea of setting up a
special economic zone or free economic zone is desirable in order

to accelerate the rate of development.
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