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Abstract

This research was an attempt to study and compre-
hend the mode of living, dynamics, and adaptation of local
people as well as the culture of the Thai communities in the
border areas of southern Thailand, focusing on the so-called
phenomenon of consumer culture practiced by the type of
local people who were hired to render certain tasks or services
and whose sfatus was a function of their social groups, netwaorks
of relafions, and communities. At the same time, they were
human beings endowed with thought and sensibility who fry to
comprehend what happened and to sustain a livelihood like
others, especially the nurturing and adjusting for survival of their
own households and communities in the face of economic,
social, and cultural changes and fluctuations. The findings of
the study indicated that those engaged in hired labor were by
no means naive consumers, but rather could choose, define,
interpret, and utilize what they consumed as they wished. But
under the social and community condifions whereby inequali-
fies existed and persisted in power relations, opportunities, and
limitations, the process of forming, interpreting, and defining the
consumer culture was complex and manifested ifself in various
forms such as investment in the agricultural sector, education,
mutual assistance, parficipation in . community rituals and cus-
toms, possession of material wealth, symbolic competition, dis-

courses, as well as the comparison, definition, and significance
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with- respect to modernization or with regard to the outside
world vis-a-vis the rural community idenfity. The study cilso
pointed out that consideration of the thinking of the hired
laborers and the local people and definition of their consumer
culture as part of the changes not only would enable us to
understand their interactions, changes in consumption patferns,
problems, as well as their manners of cormprehension and
s’randpoinfsl or the people’s aftitude toward the new current of
consumption that has permeated their living and communify-
- but would also apprise us of the potential for adaptation with
reference fo such people, cultural dynamics, and border rural

communities in the contexts of national development and so-

cial changes locally as well as in the soclety at large.
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