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Abstract

This study describes changes and resulting problems in the field of
economics, social structures, aspects of life, and politics in the Songkhla Lake
Basin over the past five decades, divided into 3 periods: before 1958,
from 1958 to 1998 and from 1998 to 2001. It was found that although
the economic development related in an increase in income and expenditure,
the involvement in  agriculture production has decreased, and both
savings and debts of the local population have increased in these four
decade. The evolution of the social structures in their society, due to
the gradual change from agriculture to small and medium size industries
often related to fish and shrimp aquaculture and chicken and duck
farming gave young females and mid-age woman a more active role in
society. Strict  social regulation loosened and infer-person  contacts
widened. This affected family-members in their mutual relation list and
by that changed the social structures. To this come a gradual political
development to a more open society, based on a more widely
dissemination of information and the discussion of problems in their
society. The role of government organizations was gradually questioned it
affected their likelihood in a negative way, and “glections became hot
projects beds for lively discussions. The overall outcome of the research
shows that, as expected, those living in family —structure and modernized
community condition are the best able to adapt to a succession of
changes in their society. The government might well concentrate the
efforts in advancing human resources development by  appropriate
stimulate action to foster the quality” of life.
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