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f
Prevalence, Relationship between physical-socio-economic status and
educational acheivement, of the children suffering from chronic
otitis media at Hat-Yai municipal schools.

Abstract

This study is intended to survey the prevalence and to study the relationship
between physical socio-ecomomic status and language acheivement of the children
suffering from chronic otitis media at Hat-Yai municipal schools during 1982-1988.

The result of this study is revealed that 3.5 percent of the students at Hat-Yai
municipal schools suffer from chronic otitis media. The prevalence rates varies between
1.9-9.5 percent according to the grade levels. The affected ear is found by unilaterally
more common than bilaterally. Draining ear is also found more easily than dry ear. Most
children with chronic otitis media have the experience of hearing loss as mild as 26-35
dB. The relationship between sex, famial size, history of recurrent otitis media, draining
ear, and language acheivement are significant. This research result concluded that
children with any degree of hearing loss appear to be at risk for reduced language

acheivement.



