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People’s participation in election:
Comparative study in the municipality of
Mueng Pattani, Amphoe Mueng, Changwat
Pattani and the municipality of Mueng
Phatthalung, Amphoe Mueng, Changwat
Phatthalung
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Abstract

It has been found, from the study, that the Buddhists highly participated in the
political. 89.5% of them voted for an election because they realized that it is their
significant job and good opportunity to elect the most knowledgeable representative with
high management and administrative skills. On the contrary, the 63.0% of the Muslim in
the Municipality of Mueng Pattani participated in an election due to the religious leader
persuasion. The chi-square test does not indicate any significant difference value of the
political participation between the different religious sample group. And there is no
significant difference value of the social, economics, and education in the different
location. The primary relation between the two groups and their local political
participation in election are followings: the voting volume was impacted by the
familiarity between the candidates and the voters, particularly when they were friends or
old friends. In case that the candidates were their relatives or a member in the same
community, there was no statistic significance in the Municipality of Mueng Pattani but
was at .05 in the Municipality cf Mueng Phatthalung. Moreover, if they used to study in
the same educational institute, there was no statistic significance as well in the
Municipality of Mueng Pattani but was at .05 in the Municipality of Mueng Phatthalung.
In terms of the information acquisition of an election, the most of voters moderately
acquired the information from the local radio broadcasting, billboards, radio spots from
the campaigning caravans, municipal and governmental campaigning movement, flyers
from the political parties, and the local religious leaders. In the Municipality of Mueng
Pattani, the resident can get more information almost two times comparative to the
Municipality of Mueng Phatthalung including who received the election information
through their community leader, relatives, families, and friends.

Methodology : There are three methods as followings

(1) the qualitative researches through the indepth interview.

(2) the quantitative researches.

(3) the focus group researches.

Result, Discussion, and Conclusion :

The study showed various features in Muang Municipality of Buddhist community and
that of Muslim one. Hence, the government should provide the people with enough and
appropriate knowledge about local election by publicizing through local media.
Moreover, the government ought to support good administration by allowing people to
join, observe, examine, and weight the power in electoral arrangement both beforehand
and afterwards.
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