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The effects of tsunami on seaweed and seagrass resources and their recovering

at Haad Chao Mai Marine National Park and Koh Muk, Trang Province, Thailand

Abstract
The 26th December, 2004 tsunami hit 6 Andaman provinces in southern

Thailand, caused great damage to life, property and coastal resources. Here we examined the
effect of tsunami on seaweed and seagrass bicdiversity at Chao Mai Marine National Park and
Koh Muk, Trang Province. This site has been monitored by seaweeds and seagrass research
unit, Prince of Songkla University, thus the baseline data before the tsunami are provided. At
Talibong island , fifteen of 50 cm x 50 cm quadrats were mapped and monitored, seaweed
diversity and community in each plot were investigated. These dataset would allow us to assess
the effects of tsunami on diversity, percentage cover of seaweed before and after the tsunami;
and the effects of the tsunami on the different sites. However, there are only little information of
seagrass provided because there are limited study of seagrass in the area. The seagrass,
however, was less effected by the tsunami. Because the limitation of seagrass study, the
seagrass monitoring is set up following the SeagrassNet. The results showed that diversity and
percentage cover of seaweeds and seagrasses dropped by 50% after the tsunami. There were
differences in the effect of tsunami on seaweed and seagrass species, depending on
morphology and structure. Seagrass coulg recover after a few months after the tsunami, while

seaweeds have not recovered yet after 2 years of tsunami catastrophe.
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