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ABSTRACT

The researchers from the Faculty of Engineering of the Prince of Songkla University .
(PSU) carried out a study on " Feasibility of Establishment of Science and Industrial Park for the
Southern Region of Thailand in Songkhla - Hat Yai Area”. The Study was financially supported
by the Ministry of Universities Affairs (MUA) in response to a cabinet's decision on the matter in
accordance with the Royal Thai Government's policy to establish technology parks in Thailand to
enhance rapid national development. The result of the study was a proposed "PSU Technology
Park".

The study began by studying development of the technology or science parks in
different forms in different countries. They include the parks in Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea,
Japan, Hongkong, Taiwan and the’U.S.A. The information was analyzed to see if it was feasible to
adapt the models of the parks in different countries to the PSU Technology Park. Then the study
tried to find outhow feasible it was to establish the Park in Songkhla - Hat Yaiarea. Literature search
was carried out. Various factors affecting the proposed project were studied including general
economic, industrial, and investment climate of the Southern Region. Major development plans of
the Southern Region by the government. Physical, economic and industrial conditions of the South
were studies.

Industrial and technological research capabilities of the Prince of Songkla University
were studied. Interviews of individuals in different organizations that had potentials to contribute
to development of the PSU Technology Park were carried out.

Three models of the PSU Technology Park were proposed. After detailed study of
different criteria a model that worked as a Network with activities of the Park within Hat Yai Campus
was recommended. The implementation period for the Park was 12 years beginning from 1993
fiscal year until the year 2004. The required investment in total was 1,480 million Thai Baht (1993
value). Out of this 860 million Thailand Baht came from the public sector and 620 million Thai
Baht from the private sector. |

Three types of activities were proposed. They were research and development
activities that were related to efficient utilization of natural resources of the Southern Region;
research and development in industries that had high potentials for expansion and investment in
Thailand; finally; research and development activities that PSU had expertees and were required
for industries and exports of the Scuth.

The study concluded that it was highly feasible and urgently needed to establish the
PSU Technology Park in Songkla-Hat Yai area in the model that was recommended.

It was recommeded that the Prince of Songkla University (PSU) be a lead organization
for establishment the PSU Technology Park. The Return on Investment of the project was
considered to be higher than normal when considering that it was a project for development of
infrastructure of the Southern Region, a development of Science and Technology capability of
Thailand, an industrial development, and development of research and development activities of
the PSU. The Return on Investment was even considerably more when considering it as a
medium to long term investment of Thailand.
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