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ABSTRACT

The research  study entitled The Genealogy of the Chinese in Southarm
Thalland looking through the Ngantawee Family and thelr Business Frnpire was an
afternpt to understand the life of Chinese group on the thai soil whose cultural
lincage linked the Chinese of the malay sfrait and those of mainkand China. This
group of Chinese transformed themselves intc a new Chinase family called Puke!
Chinese with thelr own identity like the Baba Chinese. What this study atternpted
also was to view the Chinese capitalist group as something beyond the picture of
capitalists taking advantage of the less fortunate and manipulating the power of
state for self ervichment. Buf these were people with a life, successes, failures,
strugales, learning, and adaptation to confexts in their railes as memisers of their
sociaty. The am of the research was to study 10 bower of the Chinese  through
the Ngontawee family as o capital growing out of the mining industry, with
reference fo the family's inception, sustenance, and expc:r?sion Pand in bond with
the growth of ifs business empire, amid condilions of the society of he fime. Also
studied was, by way of the family's lineage, the process of acculturation that
vielded the identity of Puket Chinese.

The study procedurs began with an inquiry, a digging down and
careful sifting in secrch of knowledge ard facts of the past, 1o discover same
meaning ond knowledge that renosed in layers above facts of diverse nature.
This was a view of the past by the researcher through the eye of the gresant. The
research procedure, therefore, involved pursult of traces and knowledge through
infenews, photographs, places, production tools, and others, to atfain as much
an understanding of tacts cbtained as possitle,  the study found that the Ngantawee
family was a Puket Chinese family that shared history in certain aspects with other
Chinese families, beginning with the status of refugee Chinese fo that of permanent
seftlers in a new land which subsequently become their motherland. Their being
Puket Chinese probably was a special condition that made some groups of tham
bhecome mining milionaires, and by that achievement they become assimilated into
the context of Thar soclety and were able to see petential opportunities to marshal
their provincial capitals into national cones, the main condition found in this study
was their assimilation as Puket Chinese and their malding in the context of the Puket
society through native maternal lineage weaving relations thereof into social net-

works of kinship, camaradens, linkages, and chairsma, as a way of building and
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accumulating cultural under sys‘réms of relations called kinship system and patron-
oge system, Meanwhile, this cultural capital was manipulated o vield business
penefits. The wisdom of managing such relations o make a strong power base
within the: family enabled the Ngantawee fomily to bulld their empire on Thai soil,
their main business characteristics started from ¢ commerclal base and move to a
mining base, with the money from mineral ores diverted into rubber and palm-oil
business investment, before diversifying their business into modem industry, not with-
cut the original business base. The business was then transformed info a moderm
one that differed in production base from the original.



	Title
	Abstract



