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Abstract

The Cooperative Education (coop) is a selective subject first time offered for
the students in Bachelor of Science (Information Technology) program at Prince of
Songkla University, Phuket Campus. This research is to study the opinions of the three
groups of people involving in this subject. They are 1) the job mentors or the
companies’ HR staff, on the students’ work achievement, life skills, responsibility,
personality, and academic knowledge, 2) the coop advisors or instructors, and 3) the
coop students. For the later two groups, we explored their perception on the
cooperative education program, e.g., objectives, learning and planning schemes, and
also their difficulties, opinions, and suggestions. The research methodology includes
depth interview and discussion, and investigating of the existing information such as
performance evaluation forms by the job mentors and coop advisors.

The results shows that the job mentors satisfied the coop students’ work
achievement, life skills, responsibility, personality, and also their academic knowledge
at the highest level. We found that the students experienced and gained much technical
skill during the coop study period. The coop advisors and the students themselves are
much satisfied with their working performance. Moreover, there is an evidence that
some companies continually hired the students as part-time staffs after ending the coop
study, and some reserved permanent positions for the newly graduates. This implies
the high quality of the students both academic and life skills aspects.

In order to completely meet the goal of the Cooperative Education, the Faculty
should not only offer the technical knowledge and skill to the students, but should also
provide the understanding of the concept and the philosophy of the terms “Cooperative

Education” to students, Faculty’s staff and administrations.





