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Abstract

Sorat MAKBOON' and Tawadchai THONGTHAMMACHAT”
Suratthani community collage, Prince of Songkla University, Suratthani campus.
31 Moo 6 Makhamtea, Amphoe Muang, Suratthani, 84100, Thailand.
(E-Mail:tawadchai.t@psu.ac.th)

Ban Nasan locates near the commercial center of Suratthani Province. It contains variety
and plenty of natural resources and produces the largest amount of fruit in the province. The city
history and people way of living are also interesting. These potential should be used to improve
Iocal people’s quality of life more effectively.

Objectives:

1. To setup and strengthen tourism management in the Ban Nasan Community

2. To increase at the number of fruit plantation owners jo{hing in Agro — tourism
activities to at least 10 %

3. Todevelop a Tourism Strategy Plan for the Ban Nasan Community

4, To search for more effective marketing techniques for developing tourism in the Ban

Nasan
Methods :

Partipatory Action Research techniques (PAR) are applied through the research process.
The essentail data are collected by field survey techniques. Questionaires, interviews and group
observations were the main methods used in the research.

Results :

1. The Tourism Strategy Plans for Ban Nasan was drafted and is being developed
effectively.

2. The policy board and organization to manage Ban Nasan tourism and the
organization responsed to enlarge Agro-tour plantation are set up

3. Marketing plan is also set up




4, Ban Nasan gains higher tourism image both from government sector and tour
organizerse; result in increasing number of tourists from 38,055 people in 2003 to 100,256 people
in 2004, a 163.45% increase.

5. The community has gained more understanding about tourism and a wider perception
of the benefits of using tourism as a tool to develop the community.

Conclusion:

Ban Nasan District has show it’s high potential for tourism activities. The number of fourists
inreased 163.45% in 2004 comparing to the year before increase. However, the tourists are mainly
found at Dadfa Waterfall and Khamin Cave in Tziromyen National Park while few of them visit other
tourist attractions around the community. In addition, more than 90.18% of the tourists were aged
under 40, this creasted little growth in the community economy. As a result, three strategies have to be
strongly applied to make tourism more benefitial to Ban Nasan people, they are ;

1. Motivate tourists to visit other atiractive sites around Ban Nasan

2. Stimulate older and higher tourist class to visit Ban Nasan

3. Increase the number of tours during fruit season to increase the consumption of fruit

With good strategic planning and effective marketing, these three strategies can be realised.
From this year of research, many essential elements have been set up especially to help people
understd more about tourism. With these elements, Ban Nasan tourism should activities be able to be
launched strongly and with sustainbility.

Key words: Agro -~ tourism, Tourism management, Tour marketing

Grant : Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education






