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Abstract

The research was intended to study on ethics in daily life of the local
wisdom in southern Thailand, a case study from shadow-play literature. The
sample study were the shadow play master, community leader and civils in
Songkla, Nakornsithammarat, Pattalung, Trang. The data collection were
collected by focus group technique and questionnaire. The content analysis,
means and standard deviation, were statistical analysis. Seminar for brain
storming and conclusion was included to tke results of the research.

This research findings were vividly found that there are two sources of
the ethics in daily life of the local wisdom in southern Thailand from shadow-
play literature which the shadow-play master presented to the audiences.

First, the ethics from Buddhadhamma or Buddhadharma, the
teachings of Lord Buddha ; Katannu Katavedi, those who show gratefull and
repay the favour. Vile spawn (Kamma), actions of the result of actions. Karma
is misfortune, tragedy, suffering, trouble and separate. Tilakkhana, the Three
Characteristics of existence ; the law of impermanent, the state of suffering,
and soullesness. Sikkha, the Threefold Training, training in higher morality
and wisdom to attain Nirvana, the liberation. Ariyasacca, the Four Noble

Truths, the truth for the noble one viz Dukkha, Samudaya, Nirodha and



Magga or Marga. Nibbana or Nirvana, it is the final goal of Buddhism which
Buddhists want to attain. It is the level of peace and bliss. It is the
extinction of kilesa defilement It is the extinction of raga, lust, dosa, hate,
moha, deJude. It i1s bliss. It is the crossing of samsaravatia, the triple cycle.
Paticcasamuppada or Pratityasamutpada, the state of dhamma or dharma,
the law of nature or the dependent origination. It is conditioned arising and
sustaining of everything. There are the twelve links of causal wheel of
dependent origination. There are the process of existence and extinction.
Second, the Ethics from the Local Wisdom, there are two kinds of local
wisdom, ethics for woman and ethics for man. Ethics for woman, viz Soracca
. modesty, have no sexual relationship with any man before marriage, woman
has 10 keep virgin till her marriage. Marriage is the ideal for both man and
woman to spend their lives together. Qualifications of good woman, many
characteristics for good woman are good and graceful in every manners,
careful In actions, patience, obedient to pgrents, skilful in cooking and runs
the households, keeping the traditional and cultural ways, keeping the
grateful way, praying before sleeping and giving alms. Ethics for man, viz
obedient to parents, respects senior persons and teachers, good manners,
nice, to have the goal and ambition in life, strong intention to complete the
work, careful, keeping the grateful way, selects good friends, right living,
right speech, know oneself, no boastfulness, responsibility, practice five
precepts. Ethics for father, teach and train children, practice good examples
for children. Ethics for old man, practice dhamma or dharma, acts and

behaves only useful performances to assist everybody in the family.



The shadow-play masters imitated Thai social structure which refiect
the rural and urban society. Thai populations are mostly living in the rural
areas. therefore, the shadow-play presented ethics and morahty for the
audiences to practice in their daily lives from their rural social structure's
point of views. The shadow-play vividly showed all kinds of persons from
different social statuses : the king, the queen, the princes, the princesses,
Members of royal family, nobles, merchants and ordinary citizens. The
shadow-play masters discussed various aspects of Thai soclety as social,
economics and politics. They strongly criticized government, government
officials and local bosses or local mafias by using the crazy and innocent

characters of the comedians.
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