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Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the vulcanization of rubber foam {rom natural rubber latex by
using a microwave, a houschold apphance. The result showed lhai the microwave can be used for
vulcanization of rubber foam from natural rubber latex. The appropriate condition of the microwave oven
was set at the Medium High (MH) level for 7-9 minutes. However, this sctting depended on the power
{(wattage) of the microwave oven. The rubber foam had a smooth surface and its shape was similar to the
shape of the mould with a good uniform bubble inside. In addition, the shrinking, density and compression
set of resulting rubber foam were better than the rubber foam vulcanized by the conventional method,
using stream. Moreover, the addition of CaCO, as filler in rubber foam helps to improve the smooth
surface of rubber foam and use to adjust the density of rubber foam.
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