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ABSTRACT

Surveys of thrips (Scirtothrips spp.) abundance by using yellow sticky traps during fruit
stages covering 1.4-4.6 cm diameter in mangosteen grown in shading and open areas were
conducted in a farmer's orchard at Phromkeeree district Nakhon Si Thammarat province during
April to June 2005. Percentages of rugged and gummy fruit symptoms due to thrips infestation were
assessed in the upper and the lower parts of the mangosteen canopy during pre-harvest periods.
The results show that the average number of thrips were 180.9 thrips/trap in shading area,
significantly {p<0.01) lower than that of 602.8 thripsitrap in open area. Similarly, percentages of
rugged fruit symptoms were 19.8% and 32%, and gummy fruit symptoms were 63.3% and 67.8% in
mangosteen growr‘n in clearing and open areas, respectively. The rugged and gummy fruits were
more abundant in the upper part of the plant canopv than in the lower part of the plant canopy.
Percentages of the rugged fruits were 31.5% and 21.4%, and the ‘gummy fruits were 74.0% and
57.2% in the upper and the lower part of the plant canopy, respectively. Within plant canopy
distribution of thrips and cropping system in association with shading and open planting areas
should be considered in controlling thrips in mangosteen production.
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