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ABSTRACT -

The objectives of the study were to investigate bio—physical charactenistics
of the area and socio—economic and psychoiogica] atiributes  of farmers that affected
their decision and to compa‘re factors affecting their decision, between households who
practiced and did not practice mixed farming.  Survey research was employed in data
collection by interviewing 1563 households, of which 54 practiced mixed farming and 99
did not practice mixed farming.  The results showed that size of landholding and [inancial
support from the govemment affected the determination of mixed farming praclices.
Farmers decided to practice mixed farming after witnessing their neighbors’ success.  This
was based on the consideration of additional net income, reduction of risk from rice farming,

and intensive use of labor that can reduce out—migration.  There were two major problems

associated with mixed farming practices——pest management and water shortage.

With regard to altitudes towards mixed farming practices, farmers [rom both
groups——those who practiced and those who did not practice—-shared the same attitudes.  In
terms of altitudes towards mixed farming knowledge, they agreed that mixed farming
practices can reduce household expenses, increase household additional net income, increase
balance of nature, improve soil fertility, reduce risk from rice monocropping, and avoid risk
from fluctuation of agricultural product price.  With respect to production factors, they
agreed that the availability of water, access to good transportation and size of landholding
affected the determination to practice mixed farming.  Additionally, they agreed that mixed
farming practices involve high costs.  In relation to extension sc;rvices, financial support
provision from the governmemnt, accessibility to loans from BAAC, and opportunity to

participate in mixed (arming activities affected the determination to practice mixed farming.

Comparison of bio—physical and socio—economic factors of the two groups of
farmers showed that the effects of the size of landholding, labour productivity and access
of information on farmers’ decisions were statistically significant (P<.01). Among

psychological factors, aititudes towards mixed farming knowledge and attitudes about

J. Natd. Res. Council Thailand, 2000, 32 (2)
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extension services were significantly different (P<.01, P<.05). -

Overall, it can be concluded that mixed farming can reduce a centain level of
socio—economic problems of farmers as their rtncome is still below the ,pfﬁciai poverty
line.  However, many farmers still need to practice mixed farming because it is more
sustainable than rice monocropping.  This makes the improvement of extension services
and financial support from the govemment necéssary. Promotion of such devéfbpment

can be done most effectively through television programs.
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