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ABSTRACT

Agricultural production systems and agrarian systems in Amphoe Krasaesin,
Songkhla Province were examined to identify problems and obstacles in their potentials
of agricultural development. In-depth and semi-structured interviews were used to obtain
primary data. It was determined that agrarain systems in Amphoe Krasaesin can be
classified into three agro-ecological zones based on differences in development potential.

Agricultural systems in this area have shifted from subsistence agriculture,
depending mainly on traditional rice production, to non-subsistence agriculture. This
shift is due to the degradation of land resources and relative depression of agricultural
product prices. Productivity has not been increasing even though input levels have been
increased. Moreover, there has been a migration of young agricultural workers to urban
area resulting in an interruption of the flow of indigenous knowledge. However, at
present, agricultural in the area is more diversified due to government policies and the
inherent adaptability of farmers to assure their survival.

Farms in the study area can be classified into five categories based on type of
agricultural system. This categorization of farms was used as a bisic for identifying and
describing various problems associated with each of the respective systems.

This study suggests that, at the farm level, information on markets and prices
should be improved as well as farmers. learning processes. These can be achieved by
making available credit to farmers, especially those who a low level of savings. In
addition, a household industry sector utilizing available resources in the community and
non-farm employment should be promoted and supported. At the community level,
priority should be focused on improving physical properties and fertility of the land
resource. Existing natural water sources should be managed so sufficient water is

available through out the year for both household and agricultural consumption.
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