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ABSTRACT

Social Network, Group Participation and Leadership Between the Successful and

Unsuccessful Rubber Sheet Improvement and Sales Groups

This study aimed to (1) idenafy economic and social characternistics ol farmers
who were members of rubber sheet improvement (2) examine group operation and members’
participation. (3) examine function of the farmers’ social network in giving and seeking
information to members by using the sociometry in different farmer success levels, and (4)
compare differences in some zspects between groups. Sixty seven fariners. 32 from one
group (low level performance) and 35 from another group (high level performance) were
interviewed wirhout sampling.

The findings revealed that fammers grew the RRIMGA00 rubber variety and the
tapping svstem was three days tapping and rest one day. They used formic acid for making
rubber sheets. Most of‘ their rubber sheets were classified as level 3 (mid-grade). With
reference to group participation, most participated in group meetings. They preterred to be a
listener rather than an opinion giver. Not many were assigned to help support group
activities. Most accessed group information and were satisfied with the group’s operation.
With regard to social networking in giving and seeking information about group operations,
they interacted with each other in a group and also across the group boundary. The
sociometry showed that opinion leaders in each group were classified as polymorphic
leaderstup,  In testing the hypotheses, statistical differences between groups were observed
for group interaction in giving information. The low level performance group initiated group

mteraction in giving information more than the high level group.

Key words :  social networle, participation, leadership. rubber group.
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