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The Agricultural Labour flow in Changwat Songkhla : A Case Study of
Labour in Rubber Tapping and Rubber Sheet making by Planters, Whose contract with
the Office of Rubber Replanting Aid Fund (ORRAF) has expired in Amphoe Hat Yai
and Amphoe Nathawi, Changwat Songkhla
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Abstract

This study of the agricultural labour flow in Sengkhla province involved a case
study of labour in rubber tapping and rubber sheet making by planters in Amphoe Hat
Yai and Amphoe Nathawi, Songkhla Province, whose contract with the Office of
Rubber Planting Aid Fund (ORRAF) has expired was as follows: to sutdy labour in
rubber tapping and rubber sheet making; to study the causes of the flow of labour in
rubber tapping and rubber sheet making; to study the effects of the flow of labour in
rubber tapping and rubber sheet making; to study trends in labour needed for rubber
tapping and rubber sheet making in Amphoe Hat Yai and Amphoe Nathawi, Songkhla
Province whose contract with the Office of Rubber Planting Aid Fund (ORRAF) has
expired. The study was carried out both qualitatively and quantitatively. The means
used in the qualitative study were the PRA method and primary data, while the method
used in the quantitative study was interview designed from a selected sample group by
the method of Simple Random Sampling of 85 samples out of the population of 1,226
in both Amphoes. The results of the study were analyzed together in terms of a
quantitative study by using the computer programme SPSS-X and the statistecs of
mean percentile.

From the study it was found that most rubber planters in both Amphoe used
labour from outside their family for rubber tapping and rubber sheet making; most
labour was local lobour because it was more reliable than labour from other places.
The average amount producd by the hired labour was 30 kilogrammes per person per
day, most of which was in the form of third and fourth class raw rubber sheets and a
samll quantily of concentrated rubber latex. As for the sale of the rubber, it was found
that the raw rubber sheet were mostly sold in local markets while conecntrated rubber
latex was sold both at the site of rubber plantations and at local buying sites near the

rubber plantations. The rate of income from sale sharing between rubber plantation



owners and hired labour was mostly 60:40 and the sharing was done immediately at
the selling sites. Regarding the causes of labour flow, it was found that for the
majority of rubber planter households, 31.76% moved because of educational reason
and 22.35% because they wanted to eam more money. As for the effects of the labour
flow, it was found that it had an effect on both households and local communities.
The effect on the households was that there was a decrease of 39.41% in household
production because of a lack of labour. The effect on the communities was that
27.60% of human resources and local benefits were absorbed into urban areas.
Regarding the trend for labour needs, it was found that 62.35% of all the households
needed an average of 2.34 persons per household in addition to the existing labour, for

rubber tapping and rubber sheet making in each household.
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