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ABSTRACT

This research on “Local Handicrafts : A Case Study of Products from
krachuut plants” aims to investigate the steps or stages of krachuut crafts
production processes from the start to the end products in a variety of product
types. It is also intended to study the designs, pattems and types of the
products with their unique characteristics. The study furthers to seek some
guidelines and trends for the promotion of krachuut products so as to enable
them to compete against other products in the market. And ultimately, it also
attempts to seek ways for the conservation and the promotion of local Thai

handicrafts in years to come.

The research findings are as follows : In Thalay Noi, which covers areas of
Thalay Noi sub - district itself and two other sub - distict of Khuan Khanoon
District, Phattalung Province, most residents are variably engaged for their
livelihoods in  many occupations, such as rice faming, fruit growing, land
cultivating, animal raising, serving for hire and are engaged in krachuut crafts

production as a secondary livelihood. In recent years due to ecological changes



and quality soil deterioration, the soil has become more acidic and unsuitable to
all forms of farming of good yieiding results as before. Faced with such severe
problems, young males and females of Thalay Noi have left their homes in quest
for employment in industrialized businesses, such as rubber processing, marine
products processing and animal feeds processing factories in the nearby
provinces and earning wages for hired labors. Leaving behind only older women,
elderly and children to be engaged in the oroduction of krachuut crafts, being

considered as a good source of income or as a potentially good occupation.

The products made and sold in Thalay Noi itself include mats, hats,
handbags, slipcases and fans, with which designs and pattems have been
somewhat improved to suit the needs anc the tastes of the new-generation
buyers. With some technical assistance from the industrial Promotion Department,
the Ministry of Industry, the seiection of product designs and patterns, crafts
production processes, and fast-color dyeing nave been considerably improved.
However, due to several problems such as higher costs of production, lacks of
artistic expertise and exquisite craftsmanshio among handicrafts makers and
marginal marketing, the entrepreneurship of krachuut crafts productions introduced
by the Industrial Promotion Department has not gained much popularity among

the Thalay Noi inhabitants.

in Ban Thon Village, Mooban 5, Khok-Khian Sub-district, Muang District,
Narathiwat Province, the maiority 3f the roesidents are engaged in  coconut
orchard growing and fishing. Second to these are fow! raising, cattle raising and
making of miniature Ko-lae fishing Gcats as souvenir and gifts for tourists. Some
Ban Thon Villagers are engagec  rachuui mate-weaving. which eams them a
meager income. However, at oresant fie Insustriai Frometion Department, Ministry

of Industry, has sent some advisors o the iage @ introduce innovations to the
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old craft in terms of production processes, and creativity of the product designs
and patterns that meet the market needs. In addition, Her Majesty the Queen ‘s
SUPPORT Center Project has provided the Ban Thon village with the first-
generation trainers to help train the viltagers who have participated as members
in the Project. This definitely heips upgrade to certain extents the standard of
krachuut mat-weaving production of a higher quality, which can consequently
help expand the market of such products wider than before. Since there are a
variety of product formats including folding mats for tourists, handbags, hats,

etc., this enabies part of the villagers to increase their regular income.

However, at present only a minority of Ban Thon villagers are engaged in
a mat-weaving activity while the majority of them tum themselves to hired labors
in a prawn-shelling business for canned food factories, which can eam them
more income than mat-weaving can. Krachuut mat-weaving of high quality needs
more delicacy, care and dedication to craftsmanship than any other krachuut
products. This would take several days to finish just one piece of high quality
krachuut-woven product. Furthermore, the production of krachuut crafts for sale is
particularly in abundance especially during the Queen's royal stay in the Taksin

Royal Palace in Narathiwat Province.

As for the means of solution to many problems at hand, the following
may be possible : Government officials should willingly and eamestly give help
and encourage the villagers by initiating training projects of krachuut weaving in
various forms by step by step and with continuation under close supervision and
regular follow-ups. Furthermore, the markets of product distribution should also be
sought with a long range plan by coordinating with tourism promotion agencies
and related agencies in both government and private sectors. Domestic markets

as well as foreign ones should be sought out and extended for more krachuut



handicraft products. At the same time, the planting of the farming of krachuut.
vegetation in the community or nearby must be urgently encouraged to secure 2
sufficient supply of krachuut plants to meet the production needs and cut down
the production costs for the villagers and in turn enable krachuut products to
compete against other products in the future as well. These measures can be
attributed to the success of krachuut weaving for becoming a chief occupation of
“the villagers in these two respective provinces and for maintaining their unique
identity, and subsequently leading to the conservation of such local handicrafts fo
remain as popular as possible in the long run. They can also help prevent the
migration of focal labor forces from happening to other bigger cities or towns in
the immediate future. it is therefore advisable for concemed goverment agencies
responsible for the promotiori of economic development of the local communities
to secure more cooperation from both govemment and private sectors in
supporting and upgrading women ' s status and potentials for their involvement in

the local economic development for the well-being of the local residents as

-« gconomically high quality population of Thalay Noi and Ban Thon villages, being

with less labor migration, with warmer family conditions, and being free of
narcotics and drug problems, which are the top hits throughout the country that
the government must spend to a great amount of its national budget to fight

very hard against or suppress today.
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