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Factors influencing risk behaviours of health workers, traditional

birth attendants and housewives to Tetanous neonatorum, Krabi province
Abatract

Tetanus necnatorum is decreazing on a naticnal scale, However, in
Krabi Province, the incidence rate is still relatively high (3 per 1,000
live births). The objectives of this study were to atudy'risk behaviour for
Tetanus neonatorum of health workers, traditional birth attendants (TBAs)
and housewives by using focus group discussion. Subjects for the atudy
consisted of groups of health workers, TBAs and housewives. Each group was
divided into two subgroupe according to their district. (Muang district
and Klongtom district). TBAs drawn from Muang dietrict used to attend
training courses conducted by the Ministry of Health and were trained,
whereas those from Klongtom district never attended. The number of
participants in each subgroup was 6-8. Focus group discussion was carried
out according to planned questions. Content analysis wae used to process
the data.

The results of the study reveal that all three groups of asubjects
{Health workers, TBAs, houswives) had experienced riek behaviour Tetanus
neonatorum. Two groups of TBAs and housewives experened risk behaviour
from the antenatal period through the postnatal period. Factors influencing
their risk behaviour were lack of knowledge about Tetanus neonatorum,
nigperception of benefits of tetanows toxoid and the caring cord. In addi-
tion, most of the TBAs still incorrectly perceived the method of steriliza-
tion of equipment used for cord cutting. For the group of health workers,
it was Found that they alsco had risk behaviour to Tetanous neconatorum in
the antenatal period and birth period, They lacked knowledge ahout Tetanus
neonatorum and proper preparation of disinfectant solution used for

steriliation of equipment.
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