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Abstract Septicemia in children at Songklanagarind Hospital
Pruekprasert P.
Department of Pediatrics, Faculty of Medicine,

Songklanagarind Hospital, Songkla 90112, Thailand.

One hundred and fourty-two episodes of septicemia occurring
in pediatric patients at Songklanagarind Hospital during two year
period, from January 1985 - December 1986, were reviewed to
determine the etiplogic agents and factors influencing the
outcome. One hundred episodes (70.4%) were acquired in the
hospital. Ninety-eight episodes (69%) were caused by gram
negative bacilli with pseudomonas being the most frequent
etiologic agent. Thirty episodes were gram positive cocci
infections while eight episodés were polymicrobial infections and
gix episodes were caused by candida species.

The overall case fatality rate was 28.6%. With appropriate
antimicrobial therapy the overall case fatality rate was reduced
from 66.8% to 13.7% (from 70.6% to 21% in newborn patients, from
80% to 24% in patients with underlying immunodeficiency condition
and from 50% to 0% in normal host.) Factor related with fatal
‘outcome were underlying immunodeficiency condition, newborn
patients, peutropenia and hospital acquisition. Mortality ‘of
septicemia can be reduce by use of appropriate antimicrobial
agents and effective control of nosocomial infection in the

immunodeficency and newborn patients.



