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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to examine certain socio-economic characteristics of
the tourists visiting Tonngachang Wildlife Sanctuary, determine factors affecting their visiting
rates, and caleulate the recreational value of the Sanctuary.

Data w:.n: obtained through interviews with 313 visitors to the Sanctuary; 200 weekend
visitors and 113 weekday, in 1999. Socio-economic data were anmalysed and presented as
percentages. The relationship between visiting rates and socio-economic factors were analysed.
The theory of willingness-to-pay was then applied to assess the recreational value of the Sanctuary
using the Travel Cost Method (TCM),

The study revealed the following: most visilors were male, average age 41, mid-level of
education, worked in a variety of occupations, and income averaged less than 10,000 baht per
month. Most visited the Sanctuary not more than twice a year, Half of the visitors were from the
villages nearby (zone 1), and spent an average of 3-4 hours per visit. Their main reason for
visiting was to see the Tonngachang waterfall, which is quite famous. They usually travelled in
groups of 5-8 people, and most indicated an intention to return at some time in the fulure, The
main recommendation they offered to the government to improve the facilities at Tonngachang
was to provide more comfortable seating. The travel cost was the most important and significant
factor (P<<0.01) for the decision to visit the Sanctuary.

The relationship between the travel cost and the visitors to Tonngachang Wildlite

Sanctuary is presented by the function:

log Q,=10.173 -3.863 log TC,
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From the above demand function of tourists for Tonngachang Wildlife Sanctuary, the area
under the demand function represents the willingness to pay or recreational value of the
Sanctuary. It was calculated to be equal to 35.5 million baht in 1999,

This is the minimum value of the Sanctuary in 1999, This value varies by the travel cost
and number of visitors to the Sanctuary. Better management of the Sanctuary will attract more

tourists, increase its reercational value and promote public participation in the management and

conservation of the Sanctuary.

(6)



	Title
	Abstract

