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Abstract

The objectives of this research are (1) to study the socio-
economic setting and natural resources and environment conservation
and (2) to assess the impact of tiger prawn farming upon socio-
economic and natural environment setting in Tambon Tabon, Paktrae
and Klongdan of Amphoe Ranot, Changwat Songkhla. The study area
is considered to be an intensive' aquaculture area. The samples
were drawn from 81 households engaging in tiger prawn farming and
245 households of other occupations.

The study employed a review of relevant documents from
various sources, a questionnaire survey conducted during September-
December 1993, as well as observation and in-depth interview. The
result of data analysis was presented by percentage and arithmetic
mearn.

The study revealed that most of household respondents were
male and had domicile in the study area. Prior to 1989, majority of
the respondents were paddy rice farmers; their annual income was
in the range of 40,000 and 50,000 baht per household. Social
characteristics were rural-oriented and way of life was simple.
During 1986 and 1987, prawn farming was introduced into the study

area. Majority of farmers, who owned their farm land, have rapidly
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shifted to prawn farming. The total prawn farming area increased
from 6;938 rai in 1999@ to 13,376 rai in 1991. |

Majority of farmers expressed their opinion that prawn
farming could generate high revenue, in comparision with other
occupations. This resulted in improved ovgrall economic situation
including home improvement, new buildings and commercial shophouses.
Banks and financial establishments were added to Ranot community.
The demand for labor was high. Prawn farmers were able to achieve
a better stgndard of living, with new amenities in their homes.

Social aspects of life began to change from rural to urban.
Social get together in local development declined. The level of
expectations for better and higher education for their children
roge, Inclination to help each other declined.

Most farmers lacked knowledge in environment and resource
utilization. These led to waste water problem, deteriorating sea
water and fresh water guality, as well as shortage of household water
supply. Prawn farming created a conflict of interest, between prawn
farmers and paddy farmers and others. The provincial government of
Songkhla has tried to solve the problem by establishing zoning for
prawn farming and paddy farming. Host of the respondents however,
were not aware of zoning system. Most respondents nonetheless agreed
that prawn farming had a substantial impact on natural resources and

environment.
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