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Abstract

This study is aimed to investigate factors related to the
knowledge and awareness of the Chieves of Village Women Development
Committee (VWDC) concerming natural resource and environmental
conservation. The study covers the following factors : age, temm of
position, educational level, occupation, the frequency of gaining
information, participation in comunity activities, income level
and size of the owned arable land. Questionaires were used for
collecting data from 148 chieves of VWWDC including 87 women in
Amphoe Haadyai and 61 women in Amphoe Sabayoi. The findings of the
study are as follouws :

1. Most of the chieves of VWDC have knowledge of natural
resource and environmental conservation at a medium level.

The simple regression analysis shows that two factors have a
positive relation to the knowledge of WWDC :

1.1 The <chieves of VWDC with a  higher education
background have more knowledge of natural resource and environmental

conservation than those of lower one at a significant level of 0.01 .
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1.2 The chieves of VWDC with a larger plot of arable
land have more knowledge than those with a smaller one at a
significant level of 0.05 ,

The simple regression analysis shows that age has negative
relation to the knowledge. The younger chieves of VWDC significantly
have more knowledge than the older ones (P < 0.01) ,

The following factors are not significantly related to the
knowledge (P > 0.05) : term of position, occupation, the frequency
of gaining information, participation in commmnity activities, and
income level,

2. Most of the chieves of VWDC have awareness for conserving
natural resource and environment at a medium level. The simple
regression analysis shows that three factors have a positive relation
to the awareness :

2.1 The chieves of VWDC with a high educational background
have more awareness than those of lower one at a significant level

of 0.01 ,
2.2 The chieves of VWDC with Bigh incomes have more

awareness than those of lower incomes at a significant level of 0.05 .

2.3 The chieves of WDC with a larger plot of arable land
have more awareness than those with a smaller one at a significant
level of 0.05 .

Age, term of position, occupation, the frequency of gaining
information and participation in ‘community activities are not
significantly (P > 0.05) related to awareness of the chieves of VHWDC.

3, The finding of the multiple regression analysis -‘are as

follows :

(6)




3.1 The multiple correlation coefficient (R) between the
prediétors {independent variables) and the knowledge (dependent
variable) is 0.37462 , The significant predictors are educational
level (V4) and size of the owned arable land (Viz)}, and age (V2) which
could explain 14.03 percent of the variance.

3.2 The multiple correlation coefficient (R) between
the predictors (independent variables) and the awareness (dependent
variables) is 0.30997 . The significant predictors are educational
level (V4) and size of the owned arable land (Vi2) which could

explain 9,60 percent of the variance.
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