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Abstract

The objective of this research was to investigate the extent of individual participation of
villagers in natural resources and environmental management (NREM) The research was
conducted using both quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative analysis compares
individual personal attributes, economic status, social status, and prior experience with natural
disasters to their extent of participation in natural resources and environmental management
(NREM). It also identifies current problems experienced by the community members in practicing
NREM. The qualitative analySis describes the natural resources management practice of the
community. The results suggest recommendations to promote more efficient community
participation in NREM.

Fifteen independent variables were chosen to reflect individual personal status,
economic status, social status, and whether or not l;e_had prior experience with natural disasters.
The dependent variable was the extent of participation in NREM by individual community
members. :

The sample group for the quantitative part of the case study consisted of 250 people
frqm Kiriwong community, Amphoe Lansaka, Changwat Nakomsritammarat, Thailand. Seven
key informants was used as the sample for the qualitative part. Information was collected through
‘structured and semi-structured interviews. Statistic used in data analysis include comparing
percentages, arithmetic means, T-test and F-test. A post analysis was employed using the Scheffe

multiple comparison method.
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The major findings are as follow. The average extent of involvement in NREM by ‘the
sample group fell within the middle range of a five-point scale. Differences among community
members regarding status in family position, age, family size, subgroup membership, access to
infon;aﬁon, and natural disaster experience showed no significant difference (at P < 0.05) in the
extent of participation in NREM. |

This case study also shows that a individual level of participation in NREM varied
significantly (at P < 0.05) according to an individual status, sex, level of education, job, benefit
received from the land, community leadership, frequency of involvement outside the community,
frequency of interaction with government-officials, and personal perception of how they are
regarded by the community members. Community members who are men, have higher education,
receive more income, are unemployed or have many different jobs, receive a higher benefit from
the land, have higher position of leadership within the community, have higher extra-community
involvement, have more -involvement with government officials, and perceive themselves as
regarded highly by the community showed a higher level of participation in NREM and
community groups than those members who are women, have lower education, have lower
income, are self-employed or common laborers, receive lower benefit from the land, have a lower
leadership position within the community, have lower extra-community involvement, have less
involvement with government officials, and perceive themselves as regarded lowly by the
community.

The qualitative analysis describes the Kiriwong community with regard to the
Khao Luang forest area. Community members use the area for four of their basic needs (food,
shelter, clothing, and medicine), recreation, and education. Some activities are temporary while
others are long-term. The community members receive the rights to use this area by inheritance,
staking claims on unencumbered land,: and by purchasing the rights from other people.

The problem most frequently identified by the members of the Kiriwong community is
pbverty, therefore most members participate only occasionally in NREM. This finding suggests a
way to improve the effectiveness of NREM fir concerned government and non-government
organizations by increasing participation at the local level. To increase NREM participation
locally, government and non-government organizations should aim at reducing problems and

conflicts associated with NREM at the local level. One way would be to improve occupational
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alternatives for the community members that can increase income, thereby increasing opportunity

 for individuals to become more involved in NREM.
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