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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study is to investigate (1) the status of local
environment network groups in the area of U-Tha Pao canal basin, (2) the process of public
policy making, (3) the community environment management approach. One hundred and twelve
target groups were selected using a purposive sampling technique. The participants consisted of
eight environment networks, groups, organizations, and individuals having experiences taking
part in the environment activities in the basin. Data collection was conduced through a mixed
design of qualitative and quantitative research procedure. The activity and network potential
analyses were carried out to designate percentages, means, and standard deviation. Semi-
structured interviews, field observation and focus-groups meetings of 3 area zones—up, middle,
and down stream areas--were carried out to collect data in the qualitative research procedure. The
data collected from all sources were analyzed and validated using triangulation testing.

Of the 112 groups which consisted of eight networks — (1) Ruk Klong U-Tha
Phao Network, (2) Local Governmental Organization Network, (3) Academic Institute Network,
(4) Ruk Klong U-Tha Phao Youth Network, (5) Central Government Organization Network, (6)
Independent Organization Network, (7) Media / Public Relation Network, and (8) Public Society
Network— it was found that The Ruk Klong U-Tha Phao Network was the main and the
strongest one. Forty-five percent of the activities carried out were mainly focusing on community
environment management, leading to continuing environment activities.

The results of network potential evaluation revealed that the organization /
personnel dimension was rated the highest (score =3.63). The member participation dimension,

on the other hand, was rated the lowest (score= 1.98).
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This study also revealed other findings in the investigation. First, it was found
that the key factor accommodating the group forming is the shared goal of conservation and
rehabilitating the U-Tha Phao canal basin. On the other hand, the differences in time and schedule
of activities was found the major factor hindering the group forming and activity participating.
Second, based on the study of public policy designing and forming process it was found that
environment activities were exploited as a channel to form coordination, having local people
playing a key role in motivating other stakeholders to claim the rights and the involvement in the
activities of policy design for the area. Lastly, based on the analysis to find an approach
appropriate to community environment management, it was found that the achievement of the
goal relied on the coordination of various sectors-- government, public, and private sectors.

Finally, this study suggested that all sectors be sincere in conserving,
rehabilitating, and enhancing the environmental quality of the basin. In particular, knowledge
from those sectors, especially the public, is essential in attracting stakeholders to get involved in
the environmental management of the area. In addition, it was advisable that local problems be
used as the starting point, and adapted for an appropriate application harmonious to the local life

styles.

(6)



