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Abstract

The study of “A Proposed Marine Zoning Plan for Had Chao Mai National Park,
Changwat Trang” is divided into two parts. Firstly, the study reviews the general information
concerning the study area, and secondly, outlines the proposed zoning plan. The first part
focuses on the general information of the study area, the characteristics of natural resources,
socio-economic aspects, culture, regulations and laws concerning the national parks. The
information in this part is compiled from secondary data, interviews and field surveys of
natural resources. Distribution and mapping of marine natural resources were carried out using
G.P.S.(Global Positioning System) and G.L.S. (Geographic Information System). The second
part comprises ideas and approaches in zoning, the proposed zoning plan for Had Chao Mai,
as well as listing activities that might and might be not permitted in each zone.

Marine natural resources in Had Chao Mai National Park include corals, seagrasses,
mangroves, and other marine animals. Corals are abundant and diverse at many islands in the
park waters: Ko Kradan, Ko Wean, Ko Chuak, and Ko Muk, which cover an area of
'1,674.26 rai. Eight species of seagrass are present and are abundantly distributed along the
Chao Mai seashore (Khao Bana, Had Yong Lam, Ko Muk, and Ban Chao Mai). The seagrass
beds take up an estimated area of 12,255.38 rai. Mangroves that are found in good condition
cover an area of 4,909.07 rai. There are forty three species of marine fishes living in both
coral reefs and coastal habitats in the National Park. The area with the greater abundance of
fishes is Ko Kradan. Other important marine animals present here are dugong and one edible
sea shell (Hoi Ta Phao). Only sixty one individuals of sea cows or Dugong dugong are

thought to remain in Had Chao Mai National Park. Seagrasses are their main diets and
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primary habitat. The sea shell (Hecuba scortum) is distributed in muddy-sandy beaches of Had
Pak Meng and Had Changlang, which cover an area 2,864.95 rai.

The proposed zoning plan of Chao Mai National Park divides the park into five
zones: General Use Zone (39,911.68 rai), Conservation Zone (6,894.95 rai), Habitat Protection
Zone (19,628 38 rai), Marine National Park Zone (1,856.37 rai), and Marinas and Harbours
Zone (1,572.30 rai). Additionally, there are two special zones, designated as Special
Management Area Zone (4,263.42 rai) and Seasonal Closure Zone (11,659.76 rai).

In each zone, certain uses and activities would be allowed. There are currently four
major uses of and activities in the park: small-scale fisheries, tourism and recreation, transport
and tourism services, and research activities. The uses and activities that would be allowed or
prohibited differ from zone to zone. The proposed zoning plan is one tool which is used in
marine park management. To carry out an effective implementation of marine park
management, the authorities should consider and include other management schemes such as
monitoring, surveillance, research, ecolodrism, public education (e.g. producing brochures,
setting up a visitor center), and encouragement of community participation.

A zoning plan is one of several schemes in the overall marine park management
plan. This proposed zoning takes into account the needs of resource-users (tourists), local
people, tourist operators, as well as socio-economic considerations, physical setting and
biological resources, and regulation regarding management schemes. Most importantly the

management plan should consider the sustainable use of our resources.
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