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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to explore the scope and feasibility of health
impact assessment (HIA) using Patong subdistrict as a case study regarding its rapid
industrialization in the past decade. The HIA scope and feasibility were divided into 4 dimensions
namely physical health, mental health, social health and spiritual health. It was conducted using
both quantitative and qualitative methods under close participation of all stakeholders involved in
the community. The quantitative data were collected mainly from secondary source available at
sub district and provincial governmental organizations while the qualitative data was performed
using focus group discussion and personal interview technique.

The result yielded the scope of HIA as follows: for physical health -the
occurrence of some diseases as diarrhea , HIV infection, respiratory tract disorder, traffic
accident, dengue hemorrhagic fever, work-related disease, skin disease, childhood hearing loss
and cancer; for mental health -suicide. homicide, violence, insomnia, stress and neurosis, trust and
fear, outlaw child and illegal drug usage; for social health —population migration, social and
economic change, familial relationship, community participation, polluted environment, social
and cultural support, welfare for the poor and fringier, integrity and honesty among community
member, community empowerment and community conflict; and for spiritual health -goal and
value of life ,belief and faith, self-constraint, naturalism and peace.

Nearly all of the scopes were in line with the preliminary ones designed under
the study. Only a few were discarded. Some variables with redundant problem were also

identified in the study. The feasibility of using available quantitative secondary data is good for
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physical and mental HIA but not for social and spiritual HIA. More qualitative study is in need
for future social and spiritual HIA including developing both qualitative and quantitative tools for

field survey.
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