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Abstract

The objectives of the research are focused on explanation of productive forces,

relation of production, superstructure in community, and community forest management

with regard to utilization of forest resources, regulations, nurture of forest and the factors
affecting participation in community forest management in order to be aware of people’ s
conceptions and comments in the utilization of reserved forest land, community forest
management and the nurture of forests. The qualitative methodology was composed of
gathering and analysis of primary and secondary data, specification of an ecological
area, using semi-structured interviews with key informants, observation and community
studies, and exploratory research inteNiewing 44 heads of households in the village by
random sampling.

The results of the study about the socio-economic change were divided into two
periods :

80 years ago the people emigrated to Thepha Upstream forest and immigrated
into northern Malaysia. According to the research, it was found that the land is still fertile,
households and settlement were built on the river flood plains, swidden agriculture was
practiced, fruit trees cultivated, cattle raised for a living. Many products from the forest
not only were harvested but also were applied to use as instruments in daily life. The
communities were free to utilize all resources as they wished, although individual

households did not have permahent tenure. The social organization in the villages
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concerning tradition, belief, and worship plays an important role in the behavior pattemn
of people in the community.

About 40 years ago the situation changed, as private property rights began to be
established. People from other provinces began buying land in the area. The forest was
cut from the floodplains to the foothills in order to plant more fruit tree and para rubber.
Agricuttural products and handicraft products were changed to become businesses.
Many forest products were no longer available due to over-harvesting. Ownership of
property rights has become stronger. The importance of cultures in the community,
especially belief in the forest, was lessened. The relation between the government and the
community on the utilization of forest resourceé has become stronger. The government
attempted to preserve the forest through national proclamations in order to prevent
trespass, but these efforts were largely unsuccessful due to lack of officers to control the
use of forest area.

As a result, the forests were largely cut by pioneering. The community forest
management program was increasingly enforced because the local people were aware of
the problems affecting their own life, and at the same time, used the program not only to
bargain with the govemment for cons_ewation but to protest at the government' s
developing projects which effected the resources of the community also. Although the
community forest was established, conflicts between the villagers and outer people who
did nothing but take advantages from the land and forest still occurred.

The community forest management has been run by people in the village who
have participated in selecting and setting up a board to be responsible for the
management. The major role of the board is maintaining 3 zones of the community forest
in the village with a total area of 195 rai and Thepha upstream forest. The management
has run as a multiple use forest, and the forest was allowed to recover naturally. Multiple
regresstion analysis revealed that the contact with authority and extension workers and
in the right path of community forest management attitude significantly (RZ 0.515)

affected the community forest management' s participatory action.
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