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Abstract

The objectives of this research were : (1) to investigate local people’s perceptions on
environmental problems and roles of local organization, expectations on roles of local
organization and motives to cooperate in solving environmental problems caused by smoked
sheet rubber plant; (2) to identify factors related to local people’s perceptions on environmental
problems and roles of local organization, expectations on roles of local organization; and (3) to
find out association between local people’s perceptions on environmental problems and roles of
local organization, expectations on roles of local organization and motives to cooperate in solving
environmental problems caused by smoked sheet rubber plant.

Data were collected by means of structured and semi-structured interviews. The
structured interview was carried out with a sample of 163 households in Ban Kok Jong and Ban
Thung Lang, Amphoe Nathawee, Changwat Songkhla. The semi-structured interview was carried
out with 15 formal and informal leaders of the two vitlagcs..Stalistics wsed for data analysis
included pereentage, mens, standard deviation, Chi-square and Pearsen’s product moment
correlation,

The results show that the majority of sample houscholds in both villages have high level
of perceptions on environmental problems and roles of local organization and expectations on
roles of local organization. However, their interest and motives to cooperate in solving

environmental problems were moderate.
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The results of the analysis of association using Chi-square reveal that: (1) level of
educational attainment of respondents was associated significantly with expectations on roles of
local organization at p= 0.01; (2) supplementary occupation of respondents in Ban Kok Jong was
associated significantly with expectations on roles of local organization at p= 0.05; (3) average
gross income of respondents in Ban Thung Lang was associated significantly with perception of
environmental problems at p= 0.05; {4) level of educational attainment and position holding in
smoked sheet rubber group of respondents in Ban Kok Jong were associated significantly with
perception on roles of local organization at p= 0.01; and (5) age of respondents in Ban Thung
Lang was associated significantly with perception on roles of local orgamzation at p= 0.05.

The results of the analysis of correlation using Pearson’s product moment correlation
technique reveal that: (1) expectation on roles of local organization was positively correlated (r =
0.231) with interest to cooperate in solving environmental problems at p= 0.01; (2) when
consider separately between villages it was found that only in Ban Kok Jong that the correlation
between expectation on rtoles of local organization with interest to cooperate in solving
environmental problems was statistically significant (r = 0.255) at p=0.05.

Additionally, it was found that expectation on roles of local organization was positively
correlated with motives to cooperate in solving environmental problems (r = 0.287) at p= 0.0land
when separate the analysis by villages, the correlation was found positive and significant in Ban
Kok Jong (r = 0.256) at p= 0.05.

Suggestions from this study are as follows: (1) concerned agencies should promote the
provision of proper environmental knowledge and guideline in solving environmental problems
caused by smoked sheet rubber plant to people in local communities; and (2) The Subdistrict
Administration Organizations should coordinate with the povernment agencies, industrial officers
and people in local communities in monitoring waste water management. At the same time, these
agencies should help building envirenmental awareness to villagers of all occupational groups,
temple, school and non government organizations in monitoring waste water discharge from

smoked sheet rubber plant.
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