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Abstract

The objectives of the study were to investigate the
factors associated with the adoption and effects of cattle
artificial insemination.

Six villages in Amphoe Chana, Changwat Songkhla were
selected for study because they included a high frequency of
farmers using artificial insemination. Simple random
sampling was used to identify sampling units and personal
interviews were employed in data collection. A pretest was
undertaken before the initiation of the main study. The
interviews were started at the beéinning of November 1991
and completed in the middle of December 1991. Of the 170
quest.ionnaires, 167 were usable : 83 were adopters and 84
non-adopters. This represented 30.0 percent of the
population.

The findings of the study revealed that most of

farmers interviewed were head of the family and married. The

(5)



majority of them were Buddhist. The average age was 49

years. They had completed their education on grade 4 and
were literate. The average annual income was 28,008 baht.
The average mumber of children and size of a family were 3.3
and 4.9, respectively. Individual contact was a major
communication channel in seeking farm information.
Television, however, was also an important sonrce.

Most of the farmers raised cattle between 1-15 head
of cattle per family. The average experience in cattle
raising was 24.5 years. Grazing was usually on paddy fields.
The crucial problem in raising cattle was inadequate grazing
areas. Both the adopters and non-adopters used cattle manure
as fertilizer in their orchard or rubber plantation and let
their cattle weed undergrowth. The main constraint in the
adoption were misconcept.ion about artificial insemination.

Comparison of adopters and non-adopters revealed
some significant differences between groups. The adopters
obtained more education and were more literate than were the
non-adopters. They used a higher level of farm mechanization
and had a better attitude towards +the artificial
insemination than had the non-adopters.

One result of adoption was that the adopters also
owned more crossbred cattle than the non-adopters.

These results suggest that the introduction of the

cattle artificial insemination to farmers has been partly
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successful. Further, success in the project can be expected
if the constraints, for example, misconcept about artificial
insemination are eliminated. Strategies for introduction of
the insemination should be well planned. This can be
undertéken by providing more education, expecially in cattle
management, supporting medical materials and supplying
forage seeds for pasture establishment. In addition, an
increase in personal contact will create more favorable

attitude towards artificial insemination.
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