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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were twofold: (1) to determine
the relationship between health belief, health motivation, and cues Lo
actions and health behavior of prostitutes in AIDS preventions; and
(2) to search for an appropriate predicted equat.ion for health behavior
of prostitutes in AIDS preventions in terms of health belief (HB),
health motivation (HM), and cues to actions (CA) as the predictors of
auch health behavior. This study entailed two research methods: (i)
aquantitative study comprising a questionnaire, constructed by the
researcher, in conjunction with a structured interview of 250 prostitutes
who came in for V.D. treatment. services at the V.D. Clinic in Ban Dan Nok,
(ii) a ¢qualitative study comprising unstructured, in-depth interviews of
256 randomly selected prostitutes and other parties involved such as 5 brothel
owners, 5 officials in AIDS Prevention and Control Board, totalling 35
peoples. In order to make this study completely and thoroughly covered, an
non-participant observation under real situations and business operations in
the brothels was also included. In the Quantitative data analysis, the dats
were analyzed for the statistic of percentage, arithmetic mean, standard
deviation, Pearson Product-Moment Correlation Coefficient, and coefficient.
of multiple correlation. Also, a multiple regression analysis was emploved

for a predicted equalion of health behavior in AIDS prevention of prostitutes.
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The research findings were as follows:

1. There was a positive relationship between the health belief
and health behavior of the prostitutes in AIDS preventions at the .001
level of sigmificance (r=.4408).

2. There was a positive relat.ionship between the health
mot.ivat.ion and health behavior of Lhe prostitutes in AIDS prevent.ions
at. the .01 level of significance (r=,1688).

3. There was no significant relationship between the cues to
actions and health behavior of the prostitutes in AIDS preventions

4. Health belief, health motivation, and cues to actions
combined could be 22,48 percent an appropriate indieator in predict.ing
the health behavior of the prostitutes in AIDS prevent.ions., The result.
of the calculations was thus depicted as a predicted equation below:

HBA = 1.04637 + ,6782 (HB) + .12952 (HM) =~ .21172 (CA)

Being in line with the result of the qualitative analysis, it
was also found that health behavior in AIDS preventions of the prostitutes
not. only depended on the prostitutes' own decision but also on other
factors, such as the brothel owners, brothel clients, and local officials

who benefited from the prostitution enl.erprise.
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