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Author Mr. Samran Chitmana
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ABSTRACT

This study was intended (1) to investigate factors which
determined woman leaders’ participation in community development.;
and (2) to compare woman leaders’ participation in the villages
with difference in their development level. The independent
variables under study were social status, economic status and
social-psychological factors. The dependent variable was woman
leaders’ participation in community development.

The instrument for data collection was 60-item questionnaire,
which was divided into four parts : part one comprised 13 questions
asking about the subjects’ social status and economic status; part
two consisted of 31 questions eliciting the subjects’ social-
psychological factors; part three constituted a 10-item achievement
test, asking the subjects’ understanding of the comnunity development
principles and 15-item Likert-scale questionnaire on the subjects’
attitudes toward woman leaders’ participation in  community

development.; and part. four consisted of 25 questions eliciting the
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sujects’ participation in community development. The subjects under
study were 377 woman leaders randomly drawn from the village woman’s
development committee in Changwat Songkhla in the 1990 fiscal year.
Data were analyzed using statistics of percentage, arithmetic mean,
standard deviation, t-test and one-way ANOVA.

The major findings were as follows :

1. Factors affecting woman leaders’ participation in
community development included community status quo, living
standard, decision-making in the family, acquisition of community
development-related information, contacts with government change
agent., official recognition, knowledge and understanding of
community development principles, and attitudes towards woman
leaders’ participation in community development. However, it was
found that age, marital status and family dependency did not
contribute to woman leaders’ participation in community development.

2. There was a significant difference in woman leaders’
participation in community development within the villages with
different. development level.

3. The woman leaders under study participated most in the
community development operations; next came community development
planning, community education, and the community development

assessment, respectively.
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Suggestions for the operation improvement of community and
woman development included extension of community development-related
information to woman leaders, work planning of community
development.,, and more frequent assessment of community development.
Government. change agent and official leader should be in terms of
human relations as well as good attitudes towards woman leaders’

participation in all operation and management of community

development..
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