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Abstract

This research is intended (1) to investigate the
relationship between certain factors and Thai-Muslim women
birth control services, and (2) to identify the factors that
can discriminate Thai-Muslim women birth control services.

Through a Multi-Stage sampling, 395 subjects are drawn
from 29,728 married Thai-Muslim women in Changwat Yala who
are 15-44 years of age and currently 1living with their
spouses. Out of 395 women, 144 have access to birth control
services while the_ other 251 have no access to the services.
The independent variables in this study include age, age at
the time of marriage, duration of marriage, number of living
children, number of children expected, occupation, household
income, level of education, encouragement from relatives, value
placed on children’s sex, knowledge in birth control, type of
services given, future-orientation, need of achievement as well
as attitude toward birth control. The dependent variable is
Thai-Muslim women birth control services. The instrument used
is an interview schedule. The data are then analyzed using
percentage, Chi-square, Point Biserial Correlation Coefficient

and a discriminant analysis.
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The research findings are as follows:

1. An encouragement from the relative and an engagement
in occupations are found to significantly correlate with the
subjects” access to birth control services at the levels of .01
and .05, respectively. Other remaining factors are found to
have no correlation with the subjects’ access to the services.

2. The factors that can discriminate the subjects’
access to the services include number of living children, age,
knowledge in birth control, type of services given, and number
of children expected. The prediction equation for unstandardized
scores is formulated as:

f_. = -4.218 - 0.313 (no.of surviving children)
- 0.606 (age) - 0.113 (knowledge in birth control) + 0.963 (type
of services given) + 0.644 (no. of children expected)

This equation can correctly predict 64.05% of group
membership.

Based on the above findings, the researcher would suggest
that health education programs as well as advertising campaigns
on birth control be continuously carried out by in-service health
authorities in the Tambon, Amphor and Changwat Dissemination and
advertisement should be done both in Thai and Pattani Malay so
that the information can reach the Thai-Muslim target group. In
addition, to gain acceptance and supports from Muslim communities,
the training on birth control should be organized to equip the
spouses, religious leaders and community leaders with better

knovledge and understanding of birth control.
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